
IIOWERLMO ^OVERTURE: 13 RIGS, 7 DAYS, 4 STATES 


AXLE TECH 101 

BASIC REGEAR TIPS 




NEWEST ALL-TERRAIN 

BACKWARD GLANCES 

THE RAREST 
SCOUT EVER? 


OFF-ROAD RAM [El^ 

POWERWAGON 5,000-MILE TEST see us at fourwheeler.com 


NOVEMBER 2015 



100 YEARS 
'AOVENTURE. 



LEARN MORE 
ABOUTTHIS BUILD 







GRABBEr 


Extreme Traction 
AlhTerraln 


1 . 


GRABBER^’' AT^ 


Agjtrcssive 

Ai(*Terraln 




GRABBER'* HTS 




^ ^ —It ' «A ^ -fc. 

t ' , 

^ jr, .* ^ 

■* *- ' ^ 

< e, 


Long Wear, Comfort, 
& Performance 




^ - 1 . 
: V * 

r #.* 




y ^’J\NYWHERElTp^lgLE/7#GT100*.- ; "i,'*>'* ■j’^ j 

^**14 >.“*’ '« ^ S 1 






i 


OCOmENfS 


NOVEMBER S015, V0L.52, NO.ll 




SPECIAL SEmON: 

wpwcKmmE 

COMPEUrORSRmiED 

30 SUPERSTARS 

A look at the 10 incredible rigs and 
drivers of Top Truck Challenge 2015 

FEATURES S EVENTS 

22 EASTERN MOUNTAIN 
WHEELIN6 

A week-long 4WD adventure 

40 COLLEGIATE CRAWLER 

Carrying on the torch of the 4Runner 
legacy 

54 BACKWARO GLANCES 

1977 Scout SS?I Rancher Special 




TECHBHOW-TO 

58 HOW TO MAKE THEM LAST: 
GEAR SETUP TIPS FROM 
THE EXPERTS 

What to know before attempting your 
own regear 

64 BFGOOORICH ALL-TERRAIN 
K02 REVIEW 

A worthy successor to BFG’s long line 
of exceptional All-Terrains 


DEPARTMENTS 

8 FIRING ORDER/ 10 INBOX/ 
12 RPM/ 18 PARTS RACK/ 

74 TECHLINE/ 78 CALENDAR/ 
82 TRAIL’S END 



CON THE 

COVER: Ken Brubaker 
manned the long-lens to 
capture Chris Bowman’s 
’88 CMC Jimmy on the 
:f015 Top Truck Chal- 
lenge Hill Climb. 
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Your Truck & Jwp Accessory Superstore 


LIFE IS 3 Ways To Shop: Online, Phone or In-Store 

BEHER For A Store Near You Visit: 4WheelParts.com/stores 

OFFROAD™ We Install Everything We Sell! 


SUSPENSION 2015 SUSPENSION KITS NOW AVAILABLE! CAUL US FOR DETAILS ON YOUR RIDE! 



PRO COMP SUSPENSION KITS 


2015F-150 4WD 

6” Stage 1 Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPKAIBBB 

$1782.99 

2015 F-150 4WD 

Level Lift - Strut Spacer 


EXP62206 

$229.99 

11-15 F-250 4WD 

6” Stage 1 Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK4175B 

$1124.99 

14-15 Chevy 1500 4WD 
11-15 Chevy 2500 2/4WD 

6” Knuckle Kit w/ ES Shocks 
6” Knuckle Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1154B 

EXPK1085B 

$1683.99 

$1807.99 

2015 Ram 1500 4WD 
07-15 Tundra 2/4WD 
07-15 JK 4-Door 

6"StagelKitw/ES 

7 ” Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

3.5" Lift 


EXPK2101B 

EXPK5085B 

EXPK3100B 

$1868.99 

$1828.99 

$711.99 

RANCHO SUSPENSION KITS 

2015 F-150 6” 

RANRS66501B 

$1542.96 

10-14 F-150 

4" 

RANRS6519B 

$1650.96 

2015 F-150 

4" 

RANRS66500B 

$1542.96 

08-10 F-250/350 SD 

4" 

RANRS6514B 

$1151.97 

2014 Silverado 1500 

4” 

RANRS66301B 

$1752.95 

07-13 Silverado 1500 

4” 

RANRS6583B 

$1701.96 

11-15 Silverado 2500HD 

4" 

RANRS6554B 

$2250.96 


WE CARRY ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS OF SUSPENSION 
SYSTEMS, LEVEL AND LIFT KITS, AND SHOCKS. 
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From $32.99 expi 20500 


LIGHTING 


BUMPERS 


BUMPERS/EXTERIOR WINCHES 



OVERLANOER TENT 

SMITTYBILT BOWLESS TOPS “ Tent $849.99 S/B2783 

07-15 JK 2 Dr. $399.99 S/B9973235 CLOAK EXTENOEO MESH TOP Ladder Extension $44.99 BESTOP TREKTOP PRO 20R & 40R EXTANG SOLIO FOLO 2.0 

07-15 JK 4 Dr. $449.99 S/B9083235 From $79.99 S/B95600 S/B2785 From $1 532.99 BST54852-17 From $81 9.99 XTG83475 



FREE Shipping when you order today and pick up at any store 
To find a store near you: www.4wheelparts.com/stores 

Not responsible for misprints or typos. Prices are subject to change without notice. Some large items may include a crating/handling fee. 
Call or log on for details. Canadian prices may vary. International destinations fees may apply. Financing Not Available In Canada 


Financing Available 

Through 4 Wheel Parts ' 

and Car Care One. . 

For More Details: ^ 

www.4WheelParts.com/finance 

*Programs subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 
payments required. 








STORES IN NORTH AMERICA 

SERVICE SPECIAL; ALIGNMENTS FROM tQQ 99* 

*Plus Parts (4x4 Vehicles $10 More) * 


NEW STORES 

Opening Soon: 
Birmingham, AL 
Post Falls, ID 



Your Truck & Je«p Accei^ory Superstofc 


ACCESSORIES 


DRIVETRAIN 




Exclusively at 4 Wheel Parts! 

JEEP BACKBONE 
SECURITY DECK COVER 

• SOFT TOP SECURITY! 

From $649.99 JBBBB-JK-11-14-TP 


ARCTIC FRIDGE/FREEZER 
$724.99 S/B2789 



EPS INVERTER GENERATOR 


2600 Watt max output, 
2,300 continuous 


$799.99 S/B2786 



DIFFERENTIAL COVERS 
From $108.99 
G/240-2031AL 



LOCKERS 
From $271.99 PTXT620-LR 


GEAR PACKAGES 
From $596.96 

KITD35D30456TJ 




FRONT CORE 44 ASSEMBLY 

From $4299.99 G/2C4JMFL456MP5 

REAR CORE 44 ASSEMBLY 

From $3499.99 G/2C4JMR456MP5 


PERFORMANCE AIR INTAKES, PROGRAMMERS, EXHAUST AND MORE 








SUPERCHIPS FLASHPAQ* 
$349.99 SCI1840 


BULLY DOG TRIPLE 
DOGGT GAS TUNER 

• 4 Products in 1 unit 
$429.99 B/D40417 


*Some intake systems and programmers are not legal for sale or use on any pollution controlled vehicle in California or states adopting California emission procedures. Call for more information. 


BANKS INTAKES 

From $410.99 GBE49191 


MAX ENERGY §4vIJCDTT^V 
2.0 POWER 
PROGRAMMER 

• Larger backlit 
screen 

• Quick & easy 
navigation for 
simple installation/tuning/features 

2012-14 JK 3.6; +19HP/+18Tq 
2007-11 JK 3.8; +llHp/+24Tq 
(Gains based on premium octane) 
$349.99 HYP2200 


AIR INTAKES 

• Guaranteed to gain Florsepower 

• K&N Million Mile Limited Warranty 

2015 Colorado 3.61 K/N71-3088 $316.99 

2015F150 5.0L K/N71-2591 $324.99 

2015 Silverado 1500 5.3L K/N63-3052 $382.99 

2015 Tacoma 4.0L K/N63-9037 $282.99 


\pA;:si(Cht 


SUPER TURBO DUAL EXHAUST 

• 07-15 JK Wrangler Rubicon & Unlimited 
From $150.99 DYN39510 




NOW AT STORES! 

• Largest selection of truck & 
Jeep rotors and pads! 

• Fleavy duty truck and tow 
pads available. 


1 CLICK EXTREME TRUCK AND TOW BRAKE KIT 

• Includes matching rotors and pads 
From $399.99 PSTK1906-36 


• 07-14 Jeep JK only 

Pro Dry S $375.99 

AFE51-76204 

Pro 5R $375.99 

AFE54-76204 


ORPS & ROCK KRAWLER 
HIGH CLEARANCE SERIES 


• Black Series offers a distinct look 
$582.99 Ea. M/F15160 


TIRES WE CARRY A HUGE INVENTORY. CALL FOR PACKAGE DEALS! 



Xtreme MT2 


Don’t See it here? Visit WWW.4WheelPartS.C0in 
Order or speak to an expert 800 . 284.9426 


Come See Us At: 


^ Four WheelJamboree 
I Indianapolis, IN Sept. 18-20 


LRG 109 PIKE 

Black Milled/Machined Black 
Sizes; 20", 22" 

From $259.99 


LRG 111 CLASSICO 

Black Milled/Machined Black 
Size; 20" 

From $249.99 


PRO COMP 40 VERTIGO 

Satin Black/Dark Gray 
Size; 17", 18", 20" 

From $175.99 


PRO COMP 41 PHASER 

Satin Black/Machine Black 
Sizes; 17", 18", 20" 

From $141.99 


PRO COMP 7069 

Satin Black / Polished 
Sizes; 15", 16", 17" 
From $92.99 


PRO COMP 7036 HELLDORADO 

Flat Black 
Sizes; 17", 18" 

From $141.99 




m 


KMC XD127 

Satin Black/Matte Gray 
Sizes; 15", 16", 17", 18", 20 
From $178.99 


KMC XD128 

Satin Black/Gray/Machine Face 
Sizes; 15", 16", 17", 18", 20" 
From $210.99 


MICKEY THOMPSON 38 PRO 4 

Matte Black 
Sizes; 15", 16", 17" 

From $155.99 


METHOD MR306 MESH 

Matte Black/Machined Face 
Sizes; 16", 17", 18", 20" 

From $183.99 


FUEL OFF ROAD 0551 TROPHY 

Matte Black Anthracite 
Sizes; 17", 18", 20", 22" 

From $232.99 


FUEL OFF ROAD 0557 ANZA 

Matte Black Anthracite 
Sizes; 15", 16", 17", 18", 20" 
From $168.99 













3 Ways To Shop: Online, Phone or In-Store 

For A Store Near You Visit: 4WheelParts.com/stores 

We Install Everything We Sell! 




Guardrrfe^d ti> /r^crease Horsepower 
Better Engine Sound 
WBShebk High-flow Cofton Air FfUer 
Ea^f to install 

tO-Y$arMUlon Mile UmlieB Werrentf 


^ BfadiHOPETiibt 




hlost popular appiications 
stiown. Visit KNRLTIRSXOM for 
complete application listings 


FREE Shipping when you order today and pick up at any store 
To find a store near you: www.4wheelparts.com/stores 


Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 


CHEVROLET 

YEARS 

ENGINE 1 

NOTE HP GAIN 

PART# 

PRICE 

1500 

14-15 

5.3L 

2 

-1- 11 hp 

K/N63-3082 

$247.99 

1500 

09-13 

4.8L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

1500 

09-13 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

2500 HD/3500 

11-14 

6.6L DSL 

2 

-1- 19 hp 

K/N63-3077 

$296.99 

Tahoe 

2015 

5.3L 

2 

-1- 11 hp 

K/N63-3082 

$247.99 

Tahoe 

09-14 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

Tahoe 

09-14 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

FORD 

FI 50 

11-14 

5.0L 

2 

-i-12hp 

K/N63-2581 

$266.99 

FI 50 

11-14 

3.5L 

2 

-1- 11 hp 

K/N63-2583 

$278.99 

SVT Raptor 

10-14 

6.2L 

2 

+ 20 hp 

K/N77-2579KTK 

$343.99 

F250/F350 SD 

11-15 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-2582 

$365.99 

F250/F350 SD 

11-15 

6.2L 

2 

+ 14 hp 

K/N77-2582KTK 

$266.99 

JEEP 

Wrangler 

12-15 

3.6L 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-1566 

$296.99 

Wrangler 

12-15 

3.6L 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-1566 

$296.99 

Wrangler 

07-10 

3.8L 

1 

+ 8hp 

K/N57-1553 

$262.99 

Wrangler 

97-06 

4.0L 

1 

+ 12hp 

K/N57-1514-1 

$243.99 

RAM 

1500 

11-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 16hp 

K/N63-1561 

$280.99 

1500 

11-12 

4.7L 

2 

+ 9hp 

K/N63-1529 

$316.99 

2500/3500 

13-15 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 15hp 

K/N63-1568 

$219.99 

2500/3500 

13-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 16hp 

K/N63-1561 

$280.99 

2500/3500 

11-12 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 8hp 

K/N63-1562 

$449.99 

TOYOTA 

Tacoma 

12-14 

4.0L 

2 

+ 9hp 

K/N63-9037 

$282.99 

Tacoma 

05-13 

2.7L 

2 

+ 7hp 

K/N63-9026 

$314.99 

Tacoma 

05-11 

4.0L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-9025 

$266.99 

Tundra 

10-14 

4.6L 

2 

+ 14 hp 

K/N63-9035 

$296.99 

Tundra 

12-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 9hp 

K/N63-9036 

$296.99 

Tundra 

07-11 

5.7L 

2 

+ 13hp 

K/N63-9031-1 

$274.99 

NOTES: 

1) Street Legal in 50 States. 

2) Street Legal in most states, not legal for sale or use in California or other 


states with similar emission control regulations. 

*Estimatecl horsepower and torque gains based on specific or similar vehicle 
dynomometer tests. Results will vary. 




Daystar Leveling Kits 

Application 
Chevy / GM 

07-15 Silverado/Sierra 1500 2WD/4WD 
14-15 Silverado/Sierra 1500 2WD/4WD 
07-13 Silverado/Sierra 1500 2WD/4WD 
11-15 Silverado/Sierra 2500 2WD/4WD 
99-10 Silverado/Sierra 2500 2WD/4WD 
1 4-1 5 Tahoe/Suburban/Yukon 2WD/4WD 
Ford 

10-14 F-1 50 Raptor 4WD 
09-15 F-1 50 2WD/4WD 
05-15 F-250/F-350/F-450/F-550 4WD 
99-15 F-250/F-350/F-450/F-550 2WD 

Dodge 

09-15 Ram 1500 4WD 

09- 15 Ram 1500 4WD 
94-13 Ram 2500/3500 4WD 

13- 15 Ram 2500/3500 4WD 

14- 15 Ram 3500 2WD 
Toyota 

05-1 5 Tacoma 2WD/4WD 
07-1 5 Tundra 2WD/4WD 

10- 13 4 Runner 2WD/4WD 
07-14 FJ Cruiser 2WD/4WD 
07-14 Sequoia 2WD/4WD 
Jeep 

07-15 JK 2WD/4WD 
07-15JK2WD/4WD 
97-06 TJ2WD/4WD 
97-06 TJ2WD/4WD 
84-06 TJ/XJ/ZJ 2WD/4WD 
84-01 XJ Cherokee 2WD/4WD 


Height 

Description 

Part# 

Price 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09139BK 

$99.99 

2" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09138BK 

$218.99 

2" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09118BK 

$218.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09123 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09107 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKG09134BK 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKF09129BK 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKF09124BK 

$129.99 

2.5" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKF09119BK 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKF09101BK 

$129.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKC09113BK 

$129.99 

2" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKC09114BK 

$159.99 

2" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKC09122BK 

$218.99 

2" 

Front Levelig Kit w/Shocks 

DAYKC09138BK 

$239.99 

2" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKC09134BK 

$159.99 

2.5" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKT09116BK 

$129.99 

3" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKT09125BK 

$129.99 

2.5" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKT09133BK 

$129.99 

2.5" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKT09124BK 

$159.99 

3" 

Front Leveling Kit 

DAYKT09125BK 

$129.99 

1.75" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKJ09137BK 

$159.99 

3" 

Front & Rear Kit w/ Shocks 

DAYKJ09153BK 

$399.99 

1.75" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKJ09103BK 

$129.99 

2.75" 

Front & Rear Kit w/ Shocks 

DAYKJ09160BK 

$459.99 

1.75" 

Leveling Kit (Pair) 

DAYKJ09100BK 

$39.99 

1.75" 

Front & Rear Leveling Kit 

DAYKJ09105BK 

$159.99 


Hood Cowls & Vents 

Application Description Part# Price 

07-16 Jeep JK Side Hood Vents DAYKJ71048BK $121.99 

07-16 Jeep JK Center Hood Vents DAYKJ71049BK $69.99 

95-06 Jeep YJ/TJ Hood Vents DAYKJ71042BK 


Hood Wranglers 

Application Description Part # 

07-1 6 Jeep JK Hood Wrangler DAYKJ091 46BK 

97-06 Jeep TJ Hood Wrangler DAYKJ091 46BK 

Dash and Switch Panels 

Application 

11-15JeepJK 
07-10 Jeep JK 
07-10 Jeep JK 
07-10 Jeep JK 

D-Ring Isolators 

From $15.99 DAYKU70057BK 

Winch Isolators 

From $29.99 DAYKU70039BK 

20 AMP Rocker Switches 

From $10.99 DAYKU80011 


$79.99 


Price 

$24.99 

$24.99 


Description 

Part# 

Price 

Dash Panel with GPS/Phone Cradle 

DAYKJ71047BK 

$35.99 

Dash Panel with GPS/Phone Cradle 

DAYKJ71020 

$24.99 

Switch Panel 

DAYKJ71030 

$19.99 

A-Pillar Switch Pod w/ switches 

DAYKJ71044BK 

$69.99 


IS 


Not responsible for misprints or typos. Prices are subject to change without notice. Some large items may include a crating/handling fee. 
Call or log on for details. Canadian prices may vary. International destinations fees may apply. GE Financing Not Available In Canada 





TP 


Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 


BFGoodricH 


TiPBS 




CALL flow FOR PACKASE BEALS! 


All Terrain T/A KO 


[part# 

Size 

Price 

Part# 

Size 

Price 

BFG02821 

215/75R15 

$129.99 

BFG10209 

245/75R17 

$207.99 

BFG29274 

235/75R15 

$139.99 

BFG34162 

245/70R17 

$200.99 

BFG03119 

31X10.50R15 

$163.99 

BFG12665 

265/70R17 

$208.99 

BFG49774 

35X12.50R15 

$188.99 

BFG34037 

265/70R17 

$238.99 

BFG08687 

215/70R16 

$173.99 

BFG26795 

275/65R17 

$249.99 

BFG02204 

225/70R16 

$191.99 

BFG00875 

305/65R17^ 

$276.99 

BFG72870 

235/70R16 

$183.99 

BFG66659 

315/70R17 

$301.99 

BFG03219 

245/70R16 

$186.99 

BFG35237 

305/65R18 

$311.99 

BFG78762 

255/70R16 

$202.99 

BFG30710 

285/55R20 

$379.99 

BFG02977 

265/70R16 

$231.99 

BFG30836 

305/55R20 

$366.99 

BFG97884 

275/70R16 

$229.99 

BFG38941 

325/60R20 

$468.99 

BFG92042 

295/75R16 

$231.99 

BFG35959 

325/50R22 

$638.99 


* Prices subject to change without notice. 

See website for current pricing and specials. * 


All Terrain K02 

• 20% Tougher Sidewalls: Featuring 
race-proven CoreGard™ Technology 

• Longer tread life On and Off-Road 

• Aggressive All-Terrain Traction 


EPart# 

Size 

Price 

Part # Size 

Price 

Part# 

Size 

Price 

1 BFG30584 

LT215/75R15 

$141.99 

BFG99926 LT295/75R16 

$231.99 

BFG75389 

LT255/55R18 

$196.99 

IbFG11341 

LT235/75R15 

$149.99 

BFG34102 LT305/70R16 

$220.99 

BFG05260 

LT265/65R18 

$245.99 

IBFG64055 30X9.50R15 

$161.99 

BFG50203 LT315/75R16 

$216.99 

BFG40855 LT265/70R18 

$247.99 

IbFG69948 31X10.50/R15 

$167.99 

BFG95341 LT225/65R17 

$181.99 

BFG63681 

LT265/60R18 

$235.99 

IBFG13079 

32X11.50/R15 

$183.99 

BFG10158 LT235/80R17 

$205.99 

BFG36457 

LT275/65R18 

$222.99 

K BFG37881 

33X12.50/R15 

$198.99 

BFG09666 LT245/70R17 

$204.99 

BFG80867 

LT275/70R18 

$206.99 

IBFG38370 33X10.50/R15 

$174.99 

BFG26470 LT245/75R17 

$198.99 

BFG93857 

LT285/65R18 

$247.99 

r BFG33572 35X12.50/R15 

$233.99 

BFG52433 LT245/65R17 

$182.99 

BFG99506 LT285/60R18 

$234.99 

► BFG37301 

LT215/70R16 

$192.99 

BFG37495 LT255/70R17 

$212.99 

BFG08017 

LT305/65R18 

$321.99 

1 BFG93878 

LT215/65R16 

$160.99 

BFG16681 LT265/65R17 

$277.99 

BFG01547 

LT325/65R18 

$301.99 

1 BFG07551 

LT225/70R16 

$196.99 

BFG66255 LT265/70R17 

$195.99 

BFG36312 34X12.50R18 

$334.99 

'BFG10598 LT225/75R16 

$165.99 

BFG76397 LT265/70R17 

$205.99 

BFG13389 35X12.50R18LT $296.99 

\ BFG33403 

LT235/70R16 

$174.99 

BFG42347 LT275/65R17 

$242.99 

BFG12579 

LT275/55R20 

$211.99 

i BFG75445 

LT235/85R16 

$163.99 

BFG76597 LT275/70R17 

$188.99 

BFG17764 

LT275/65R20 

$274.99 

IBFG15477 LT245/75R16 

$165.99 

BFG99728 LT285/70R17 

$236.99 

BFG64811 

LT275/60R20 

$236.99 

JbFG28855 LT245/70R16 

$188.99 

BFG48785 LT305/65R17 

$286.99 

BFG03638 LT285/55R20 

$336.99 

1 BFG65289 

LT255/70R16 

$213.99 

BFG08806 LT315/70R17 

$284.99 

BFG88423 

LT285/65R20 

$334.99 

1 BFG62023 

LT265/70R16 

$226.99 

BFG91644 34X10.50R17LT $270.99 

BFG64746 

LT305/55R20 

$352.99 

|BFG67179 LT265/75R16 

$176.99 

BFG50022 35X12.50R17LT $265.99 

BFG70069 LT325/60R20 

$398.99 

IbFG97884 LT275/70R16 

$229.99 

BFG12987 37X12.50R17LT $319.99 




1 BFG05855 

LT285/75R16 

$197.99 

BFG03020 LT255/70R18 

$217.99 






Mud Terrain KM2 


Tire Size 

Part# 

Price 

Tire Size 

Part# 

Price 

235/75R15 

BFG05926 

$183.99 

LT305/65R17/E 

BFG34424 

$319.99 

^ 30/9.50R15 

BFG15976 

$175.99 

35/12.50R17/D 

BFG38371 

$324.99 

' ' 31/10.50R15 

BFG98952 

$200.99 

37/12.50R17/D 

BFG25419 

$407.99 

1 32/11.50R15 

BFG13833 

$194.99 

LT305/60R18/E 

BFG31489 

$368.99 

I 33/12.50R15 

BFG37047 

$204.99 

35/12.50R18/D 

BFG28459 

$421.99 

; 35/12.50R15 

BFG53290 

$216.99 

37/12.50R18/D 

BFG97218 

$550.99 

‘ 235/70R16 

BFG72870 

$183.99 

LT305/55R20/E 

BFG20881 

$531.99 

1 235/85R16 

BFG20317 

$210.99 

LT325/60R20/D 

BFG34143 

$584.99 

245/75R16 

BFG41771 

$238.99 

37/12.50R20/D 

BFG39143 

$679.99 

1 255/85R16 

BFG04222 

$205.99 

42/14.50R20/C 

BFG96757 

$846.99 

1 265/75R16 

BFG19683 

$223.99 

LT335/55R22/D 

BFG10687 

$681.99 

1 LT315/75R16/D 

BFG24970 

$313.99 

37/12.50R20/D 

BFG39143 

$679.99 

1 LTS245/70R17/E 

BFG13859 

$241.99 

42/14.50R20/C 

BFG96757 

$846.99 

P LTS285/70R17/D 

BFG37037 

$265.99 

LT335/55R22/D 

BFG10687 

$681.99 
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WHY SHOP WITH US? 


+ Truck And Jeep Experts For Over 50 years 
+ 5 Shipping Warehouses For Fast Delivery 
+ Retail Showrooms Throughout North America 



800-284-9426 


+ 3 Ways To Shop: Phone, Online And In Store 

+ Convenient Order Pick-up And Returns 
At Retail Stores 



4WheelParts.com 


-/-We Install Everything We Sell, Full Service 
Centers At Stores 
+ Competitive Pricing 

SHOP IH PERSON 

69 Retail Stores 
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No Time 
Like Now 


■ realized a dream this past summer. 

My oldest son, Charlie, and I drove 
my dad’s Toyota Tacoma 4x4 from my 
parents’ house in Marshfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, over a scenic, meandering 
cross-country route to our home in San 
Diego, California. In all, 
we travelled about 3,800 
miles, almost quite liter- 
ally from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific Ocean, give or 
take a hundred feet. We hit 
Niagara Falls in New York; 

A Christmas Story House 
museum in Cleveland, 

Ohio; Mount Rushmore 
and the town of Dead wood 
in South Dakota; Little Big Horn Battlefield 
National Monument in Montana; Yellowstone 
National Park in Wyoming; and a whole 
bunch of other stuff up, over, around, and 
in between. We shared a full week of quality 
time, had awesome adventures, and made 
memories that will last both our lifetimes. 

The thing is the trip really wasn’t my 
dream. It was my mom and dad’s. They 
talked and planned about making this exact 
journey for nearly 10 years, but something al- 
ways came up and it kept getting pushed off 


’til next year. But as painful as it is to say, my 
dad ran out of “next years.” He passed away 
suddenly right before Christmas. He was 
instrumental in making me the man I am to- 
day, and without him, I might not know how 
to change a tire, let alone hold the automo- 
tive knowledge required to 
run an operation like Four 
Wheeler. He sat behind the 
wheel of the family auto for 
hundreds of hours of vaca- 
tion journeys all over the 
country when I was a kid. 

I figured I’d take the wheel 
this time and make the trip 
he always planned. And 
you can come along too. 
Check out the Epic XC trip at fourwheeler, 
com. There’s no hardcore wheeling or crazy 
action. Just a dad and his son driving an 
all-original 325,000-mile 4x4 pickup across 
America and doing stuff and seeing things 
you’ve got no excuse for not doing or seeing 
yourself. There’s no time like now, so get out 
there and grab some adventure! 

-CHRISTIAN HAZEL 
CHRISTIAN.HAZELfalFOURWHEELER.COM 
PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRISTIAN HAZEL 




FOURWim 


WWW.FOURWHEELER.COM 


EDITORIAL 

Network Content Director Rick Pewe 
Editor Christian Hazel 

christian.hazel@fourwheeler.com, fourwheeler.com, 
facebook.com/christianhazel3, Twitter ©ChristianHazell, 
Instagram ©hbombindustries 

Managing Editor Lee Lovell 
Senior Editor Ken Brubaker 

ART DIRECTION 8 DESIGN 
Art Director Greg P. Smith 

MANUFACTURINGS 
PRODUCTION OPERATIONS 
VP, Manufacturing & Ad Operations Greg Parnell 
Senior Director, Ad Operations Pauline Atwood 
Archivist Thomas Voehringer 

READER SERVICES 

Four Wheeler, P. 0. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL32142- 
0235, 800/777-0555, 386/447-6385 (inti), or e-mail 
fourwheelr@emailcustomerservice.com. Please include 
name, address, and phone number on any inquiries. 

Occasionally, our subscriber list is made available to repu- 
table firms offering goods and services we believe would 
be of interest to our readers. If you prefer to be excluded, 
please send your current address label and note request- 
ing to be excluded from these promotions to TEN: The 
Enthusiast Network, LLC, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, 
CA 90245, Attn: Privacy Coordinator. 

Canada Post: Return undeliverable Canadian addresses 
to IMEX Global Solutions, P.O. Box 25542, London, ON 
N6C 6B2. 

Back Issues: To order back issues, visit https://www. 
circsource.com/store/storeBacklssues.html. 

Reprints: Contact Wright’s Media at 877/652-5295 
(281/419-5725 outside the U.S. and Canada) to pur- 
chase quality custom reprints or e-prints of articles ap- 
pearing in this publication. 

Submissions: Any submissions or contributions from 
readers shall be subject to and governed by TEN: 

The Enthusiast Network’s User Content Submission 
Terms and Conditions, which are posted at 
http://www.enthusiastnetwork.com/submissions. 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Please call the Four H/ihee/er advertising department at 
310/531-9183. Related publications: Automobile, Car 
Craft, Chevy High Performance, Circle Track, Classic 
Trucks, Diesel Power, Dirt Sports & Off-Road, 8-Lug 
HD Truck, Engine Masters, European Car, 4-Wheel 
& Off-Road, Hot Rod, Hot Rod Deluxe, JP, Lowrider, 
Mopar Muscle, Motor Trend, Muscle Car Review, 
Muscle Mustangs & Fast Fords, Mustang Monthly, 
Recoil, Street Rodder, Super Chevy, Super Street, 

Truck Trend, Truckin, and Vette. 



THE 


tSiAST 



&. 


8 NOVEMBER 2015 FOUR WHEELER 





ADVERTISING 

General Manager Steve VonSeggern 
svonseggern@enthusiastnetwork.com 

Associate General Manager Kurt Miller 
Advertising Coordinator Gail Burns 
Administrative Assistant Glenda Mack 

Los Angeles Sales Office 

831 S. Douglas Street 
El Segundo, CA 90245 
310/531-9900 

Irvine Sales Office 

1821 E. Dyer Road, Ste. #150 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
949/705-3100 

New York Sales Office 

261 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
212/915-4000 

Detroit Sales Office 

4327 Delemere Court 
Royal Oak, Ml 48073 
248/594-5999 

Midwest Sales Office 

Jen Wittman 
310/531-9896 

Southeast Sales Office 

Brit White 
813/675-3479 

To advertise on this magazine’s website, 
or any of TEN: The Enthusiast Network’s other 
enthusiast sites, please contact us at 
AM-advertising@enthusiastnetwork.com. 

TEN: THE ENTHUSIAST NETWORK, LLC 

Chairman Peter Englehart 

Chief Executive Officer Scott P. Dickey 

EVP, Chief Financial Officer Bill Sutman 

President, Automotive Scott Bailey 

EVP, Chief Creative Officer Alan Alpanian 

EVP, Sports & Entertainment Norb Garrett 

EVP, Chief Content Officer Angus MacKenzie 

EVP, Operations Kevin Mullan 

SVP, Enterprises Tyler Schulze 

EVP, Sales & Marketing Eric Schwab 

SVP, Digital Operations Dan Bednar 

SVP, Sales Operations Matt Boice 

SVP, Financial Planning Mike Cummings 

SVP, Automotive Digital Geoff DeFrance 

VP, Editorial Operations Amy Diamond 

SVP, Content Strategy, Automotive David Freiburger 

SVP, Digital, Sports & Entertainment Greg Morrow 

VP, Digital Monetization Elisabeth Murray 

SVP, Marketing Ryan Payne 

EVP, Mind Over Eye Bill Wadsworth 

CONSUMER MARKETING, 

ENTHUSIAST MEDIA SUBSCRIPTION 
COMPANY, INC. 

SVP, Circulation Tom Slater 
VP, Retention & 

Operations Fulfillment Donald T. Robinson III 

Copyright 2015 by TEN: The Enthusiast Network 
Magazines, LLC. All rights reserved 



igric 9y«b*m 


’'AMP-RESEARCH.COM 

INVEt^mO, iftOWiSRED AND MANL^ACaiREO IN AMERICA 



PimsfingBa^fiessWof^^ 


If you're serious about off-roabing. 
instol the selectable Eaton ELocker 4 
bifferenrioL With axkKiock at the 
tc^uch of a button, you'll be able to tackle 
the moat rugged terrain 

E B 

WWW. Eaton Performance, com 


PRINTED IN THE USA 



ON TARGET? 

First, let me express my belief that in the 
short period of time you have been responsible 
lor the content of 
Four Wheeler maga- 
zine, it has improved 
cramatically. The 
July issue was nearly 
perfect and Is an is- 
sue that will make It 
into my automotive 
reference library for 
future reading. 

I have really 
enjoyed the “Back- 
ward Glances” (I 
am old enough 
to have personally driven the original Bronco 
when It was new) but also the recent article on 
the history of the Suburban, and the “F Series 
Facts” in the July issue offer a very interesting 
historical perspective. Articles such as “Ten 
Terrific Trips” and “Six Flags Over Big Bend” 
offer us the chance to bring out our maps and 
take a challenging road trip from the comfort 
of our sofa. Also, one article per month deal- 
ing with a complicated rear axle tear down is 



enough. Perhaps also, one lift kit article per 
month would also be Interesting, as well as in- 
expensive engine power improvement kits. 

My wacky idea: A monthly road test of a 
new 4x4 vehicle that would also include: 

1. A timed run around a defined off-road 
course. 

2. A hillclimb test up a defined slope that 
would test traction and traction-assist systems, 
with perhaps a two-track ramp with offset roll- 
ers built in. (VW used a demonstration ramp 
like this at the Touareg launch to dealers in 
Arizona in May of 2003.) 

I was going to allow my subscription to ex- 
pire, but since you have changed the content, I 
have decided to renew. 


RICHARD SHERRY 

BOYNTON BEACH, FLORIDA 

Thanks for sticking around, Richard. I’m glad 
you like what we’re doing. I always enjoyed ar- 
ticles like that back when I was a Four Wheeler 
reader, and judging from the reader feedback on 
the July “Adventure Bound” issue, most current 
readers feel the same way. Plan on seeing more 
adventure travel-related content coming to Four 
Wheeler — everything from wild explorations to 
simple sightseeing trips anybody can duplicate. 


As for the monthly vehicle test, that’s something 
I thought would be cool to do since the first 
episode of Top Gear I saw many years ago. You 
know, basically rip off their “Star in a Reason- 
ably Priced Car” segment with an off-road flair. 
However, we currently don’t really have the re- 
sources to pull it off on a regular basis. Perhaps 
in the future. 

EXPLORING EXPLORER 

I have a question about the Explorer that 
appears in the July 15 issue on page 39. Can 
you give some info on its buiid or what ail is 




MAXXBXOM 1-800-4-MAXXIS 


35X12.50-17LT 10PR 

35X12.50-20LT 1 0PR Coming Soon 
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37X12.50-17LT 10PR 
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done to it? If this vehicle has been in the 
magazine before, can you direct me to a back 
issue? Thanks a lot. 


STEVEN WILLIS 

VIA EMAIL 

Freelancer, Brian Sumner responds: It’s my 
’91 Explorer, which has a 4.0L V-6, five-speed 
manual transmission, and a swapped-in man- 
ually shifted BorgWarner 1354 T-case. I use 
a Skyjacker 2-inch lift and a 1-inch body lift 
to fit 32-inch Cooper STT tires mounted on 
15-inch cecond-generation factory Explorer 
wheels. I swapped in a rear 8.8-inch axle with 
disc brakes — also from a second-generation 
Explorer — and regeared the diffs with 4.10s. 
The front and rear are locked with lunchbox 
lockers. I built my own bumpers, rock slid- 
ers, skidplates, and longer radius arms for 
the front Dana 35 TTB suspension. I have 
also added on-board air, dual batteries, and a 
Warn winch mounted to a cradle that can be 
used in the front or rear. 

TIMES TEN 

In the story “Outdoor Gear” in the July 
'15 issue, the caption on page 68 says the 


BY CHRISTIAN HAZEL CHRISTIAN.HAZELIcOFOURWHEELER.COM 


TrailHead trailer is 80 feet long and 50 feet 
wide. How big are the roads and trails where 
y’all are? 

JEFF PITTMAN 

TERRY, MS 


TIMES TEN AGAIN 

Love the magazine. Also glad to get the 
Adventure Bound info in this issue, as well as 
the first-aid tips. 

While reading “Outdoor Gear,” it gave me 
some great ideas on how to equip my rig. 

I’m planning on building my own off-road 
trailer, and then I ran across the one on page 
68. I read the article three times and had to 
laugh. I don’t think my Suzuki Samurai will 
tow the TrailHead trailer since it is 80 feet 
long and 50 feet wide. I guess an oversize 



load permit will be needed. Ha ha, great 
magazine. 

JOE ORTIZ 

VIA EMAIL 

Yeah, that’d be 8 by 5 feet. Sorry ’bout the 
goof. FWf 


WHERE TO WRITE 

A ddress your correspondence to Four Wheeler, 831 S. Douglas St, El Segundo, CA 908^5 or send 
/\ an email to christian.hazel@fourwheeler.CQm. Ail letters become the property of Four Wheeler, 
and we reserve the right to edit them for length, accuracy, and clarity. The editorial department can also 
be reached through the website at fourwheeier.com. Due to the volume of mail, electronic and otherwise, 
we cannot respond to every reader, but we do read everything. 
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O 100 Things For 

Every Gearhead 
to Do Before They 
Die is a new book 
designed to give 
you an auto-cen- 
tric send-off. It’s a 
guide to automo- 
tive museums, 
criving schools, 
factory tours, 
.roads to take, and more. Get it 
through a site like amazon.com. 

O The seven vehicles no one 

wants to own? Iseecars.com 
looked over 5 million new '14 
model year vehicles sold and 
then went back and looked a 
year later to see how many were 
now being sold as used. The 
winning losers: Buick Regal, 
Chevy Sonic, BMW XI, Dodge 
Charger, Mercedes-Benz C- 
Class, Chevy Cruze, and Nissan 
Frontier. 


OThe International Bridge, 

Tunnel and Turnpike Associa- 
tion’s 2015 Report on Tolling in 
the U.S. found that the number 
of road trips involving going on 
toll roads has risen 14 percent in 
the last four years (that’s 5 billion 
trips in 2011 and 5.7 billion in 
2015). And there’s an increase in 
miles traveled on the tolls, up 9 
percent (5,431 in 2011 to more 
than 5,932 in 2013). The top toll 
agency by mileage? Oklahoma 
Turnpike Authority. 

O Butler County, Pennsylvania, 

hosted the 2015 Bantam Jeep 
Heritage Festival and managed to 
break a Guinness World Record 
for largest parade of Jeeps. The 
number was 2,420, in case you 
want to attempt to break that. 


O Samsung’s Safety Truck is all 

about making it easier for us to 
see what’s ahead of a semi-trailer 
truck. It has a wireless camera 


O Pricing for the ’15 Ram Rebel? 

Starting at $42,790. 



O What’s a VelociRaptor 600, 

you ask? It’s a package from 
Hennessey Performance for the 
’15 Ford F-150 FX4. The super- 
charged upgrade nets you 600 
horses via the 2.9L supercharger 
system, badging, embroidered 
headrests, and more. 



simauMA 


on the front and monitors are 
located on the back of the truck, 
allowing you to see even at night. 
The prototype proved the tech- 
nology works, but now further 
testing begins. 

O Guess what’s officially back in 

California? The black-and-white 
license plates, circa ’50s-’70s. 
The ’60s Legacy Plate can be 
had for any model year auto, 
trailer, commercial vehicle, or 
motorcycle. Go to dmv.ca.gov for 
more info. 


O It’ll be called the Nissan 

Stadium, if you go see the Ten- 
nessee Titans in Nashville. 

O Chrysler was founded in 

1925. That would make 90 years 
in 2015. 

O Mercedes-Benz looks to be 

putting its G 500 4x4-2 into pro- 
duction. 

O Young drivers fear other 

drivers being dangerous more 
than spiders. That’s according to 
research by Penn Schoen Ber- 
land via Ford. So, to recap what 
scares millennials and Gen- 
eration Z: scary drivers, public 
speaking, death, spiders, and 
snakes. Which conditions freak 
them out most? Icy roads, tight 
parking spaces, backing onto 
a busy street, blind spots, and 
having no clue where they’re 
going. 

O Theft Alarm Notification: 

That’s a newbie feature to On- 
Star’s Stolen Vehicle Assistance, 
which will give you real-time 
alerts when your alarm goes off. 
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TRIM 4 BUMPER PAINT 
Renews and protects 
weathered bumpers. 


UNOERCOATING 
Provides corrosion 
protection. 


TRUCK BED COATING 
Prevents bed damage 
from scratches, dirt 
and weather 


Rust-Oleum Automotive Coatings are 
forged with tougher than tough, heavy 
duty protection your truck can depend on 



O 2013 Ruci Oleum 


rust-oleum* 
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misrrmE? 


O Is tie Unimog coming back to 

Canada? 

O Flat Chrysler Automobiles Is 

go ng to invest about 52S0 m ! 
into Fiat India Ajtornobiies Private 
Limited, with Tate Motors Lm ted, 
for producton of a new Jeep, w Ih 


pixxauction beginning in 2017? 

S Ubo drivers and riders can't 
carry a gun? 

S A convertible SUV from 

MerceceS“8enz? 


mmAT’s mmiHB in thb inbhstky 



and more. The pac^ta^ starts at 
$13,925. 

O Jeep'parts maker Omix-ADA 
nas one cope Jeep collection 
anc iust keeps aoding to it, m- 
c ijd ng these two specimens: "78 
J40 and '50 FC‘150 cab forward 
pckup. Check it out at jeepcoi- 
lection.com. There are vanoos 
military and cwiHanngs, 

O Design Engineering has hit 
20 years. 

O ATC Truck Covers has an 
aii-new webste: atotruckcovers. 
com. 

O Hella has a new wehsHe: 

myhelaiignl5.com. Lean about 
lights. A'so, wiper braces. 


O Boria Is joining forces with 
Alphabet Energy, which deals m 
tnermoeiectrics for waste heal 
recovery. T neyTe piannfng to 
briiTg to market tne first aftermar- 
ket IhQ'moeiectric fue -efficiency 
procucl for vehcle internal 
combustion eng;nes. 

The thinking tsthal 
Bor a^ exhaust 
systems and Ai- 
pnabet Energy's 
PowerModue 
thermoelectric 
generator mght 
be abe to 
capture 5 to 
10 peroent of 
a veh cjs's waste 
neat and then be 
able to reduce alternator 
loads orjunK the alternator 
completely. 


O Guess what's at AEV deaier- 

ships? The AEV Prospector for 
the Ram! Place your order for the 


'16 model year. Among the bury 
items are tne special front bum- 
per, auK:'iary lighting, raised air 
intaKe, 3-inch OuaiSporl suspen- 
sion, two Wheel optor^, pamleo 
grille and rear bumper, backing 
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BOVERliUm 
AT WORM 

C tn Connecticut, it 'S now the law to require 
dealerships b giw buyers a wr tten statehient 
that t's lega tor rrTanjfactjrerBor dealers to 
void a warranty or deny coverage f aflerniarKet 
or recyc ed parts were already nstaied on 
the new vehicle or f someone other tnan the 
dealer Old the deed. 



Q Ford Super Duty Gets 
See-Around-Corners Camera 

T he newest camera safety technoiqgy com- 
ng to Ford vehicles? A spi t-v ew camera to 
help you see obstac ^ or traffic from the sioe, 
It's Oh the 16 Explorer ih the U.S. anc Chiha. 
Meanwn ie the new Super Duty w have up to 
seven cameras. For comparson, the 16 F150 
has up to five avai able. 



33/12.50 R15 on 15x10 $1086.88 

285/75 R16 on 16x8 1284.88 

315/75 R16 on 16x8 1337.88 

315/70 R17 on 17x9 1592.88 

285/70 R17 on 17x9 1428.88 

37/12.50 R17 on 17x9 1873.88 



35/12.50 R17- 

- on-— 

-17x9.... 

....$1930.88 

285/70 R17 

- on-— 

-17x9.... 

1790.88 

35/12.50 R18- 

- on-— 

-18x9.... 

2425.88 

37/12.50 R18- 

- on-— 

-18x9.... 

2928.88 




33/10.50R15- 

— on— 

-15x8 

$963.88 

285/75R16 

— on— 

-16X8 

1294.88 

35/12.50R17- 

— on— 

-17X9 

1618.88 

37/12.50R17- 

on— 

-17X9 

1942.88 


285/70 R17 on 17x8.5 $1813.88 

35/12.50 R17 on 17x8.5 1926.88 

37/12.50 R17 on 17x8.5 2137.88 

34/12.50 R18 on 18x9 2299.88 

35/12.50 R18 on 18x9 2146.88 


Financing! Apply On-Line 


* ♦ * 



• Generous Credit Lihes 

• Instant, On-Line Approval 

• Low Monthly Payments^ 
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285/75R16 

on-- 

-16x8.5... 

..$1500.88 

285/75R17 

on-- 

-17x9 

1861.88 

35/12.50R17- 

— on-— 

-17x9 

1846.88 

37/13.50R17- 

.- on-— 

-17x9 

1964.88 

35/12.50R18- 

on-- 

-18x9 

....2059.88 



33/12.50R15- 
285/75R16 

on-— 

.- on-— 

-15x10 

-16x8.5... 

...$1519.88 
1565.88 

285/75R17 

on-- 

-17x8.5... 

1915.88 

35/12.50R17- 

— on-- 

-17x8.5... 

1899.88 



285/75 R16 on 16x8 $1786.88 


285/70 R17 on 17X8.5 2113.88 

35/12.50 R17 on 17X8.5 2105.88 

35/12.50 R18 on 18X9 2312.88 



Desertrat.com 
Order Toll Free 
1 - 877 - 528-3402 


NO California Sales Tax! 



285/70R17 on 17X8.5....$1799.98 

315/70R17 on 17X8.5 1969.98 

275/70R18 on 18X9 2113.98 


305/55R20 on 20X9 2359.98 



33/12.50R15 on 15X10 $1427.98 


35/12.50R15 on 15X10 1569.98 

285/75R16 on 16X8 1626.98 


285/70R17 on 17X9 2008.98 



33/12.50R15 on 15X10 $1285.98 

285/70R17 on 17X8.5 1553.98 

315/70R17 on 17X8.5 1713.98 

305/70R18 on 18X9 1963.98 
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Mir Till irNi-in-wi un 


Tucson 

7107 E. 22nd St. 
(520) 296-1200 


Tucson 

3705 S. Palo Verde Blvd. 
(520) 790-8502 


Tempe 

4453 S. Rural Rd. 
(480) 838-7800 


Mesa 

1045 W. Broadway 
(480) 833-7300 


Phoenix 

10701 N. 19th Ave. 
(602) 973-9697 


Phoenix 

2421 E. Bell Road 
(602) 404-2244 


Albuquerque 

5401 San Mateo NE 
(505) 881-0931 

FW1115 



OToyota’s Off*Road Rlinivan? 

T he Toyota U'lrnale Utl ty Vehicle is a cus- 
tom Siehha m nrvan atop a Tacoma, ifs 
tor the North America Dpeoit oa the seconc 
part of the ajlcmakfir^s Five Con I he his Driving 
ProjecL Leg 1 was Austral a. Vou can foiiow the 
enped ton at toyotaeverbetler.com. 
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/ourM/hee/erApp 

F our l/l/Zree/erapp. Four Wheeler a^p'p. 

Four H/Zree/erapp. Like when you say 
“Beetlejuice” three times, awesome things 
happen here, too. So, say it three times. 
Then go to the Appie Store and get the 
Four l/l//7ee/erapp. Awesome things wiii 
happen there, too. 


OOne-of-a-Kind Land 
Rover Defender 

I t's been 67 years of Land Rover produc- 
tion, and the Defender 2,000,000 is a 
unique tribute vehicie with a map of Red 
Wharf Bay (where the design for the Land 
Rover was said to be first drawn in sand), 
and there are leather seats with the Bay’s 
graphic, plus S90 HUE plates, like the first- 
ever production Land Rover. 
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"THIS UNIQUE CANADA DAY 
CANSmUdlON PROJECT 
NOT ONLY SERVES AS A TOOL 
TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR 
ISSUES OF HUNSER AND 
POVERTY IN OUR COUNTRY, 
HALSO DEMONSTRATES TO 
THE STUDENTS INVOLVED 
HOWCRinCAL-AND FUN- 
SUBJECTS LIKE SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEER- 
BiG, AND MATH CAN BE” 

-REIO BIBLAHD, PRESIOEHT AHO CEO. fCA 
CAHADA, OF THE fULLSIIE REPUCA OP A JEEP 
WHAmitH BURT EHOM BI4JV U.bOO 
CANS THAT muiU BE DOHAUD W CHAmTY rm 



Brake Upgrade Kits 

SIX FABULOUS CHOICES 

to suit every driving style and budget. 

All EBC rotors are now black GEOMET® 
corrosion resistant coated... 


These rotors WILL NOT RUST 



NRS®- NUCAP Retention System® 
creates a mechanical bond, 
locking the friction to the 
backing plate. 


Vehicle Type Prices From 

Stage 1 Kit 


Ultimax Daily driver pads & Geomet black OEM style rotors 

Any Vehicie 

$99 

Stage 2 Kit 

Greenstuff sport pads & USR slotted black Geomet Rotors 

Car 

$145 

Stage 3 Kit 

Greenstuff Trucksport pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors 

Truck/SUV 

$175 

Stage 4 Kit 

Redstuff premium fast street pads & USR slotted black Geomet rotors 

Car 

$195 

Stage 5 Kit 

Yellowstuff highest friction pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors 

Any Vehicie 

$245 


Kit includes 100% British made ECO friendly quality high efficiency EBC brake pads fully tested and 
approved to meet or exceed all known standards plus premium Geomet corrosion resistant G3000 iron 
rotors of your pattern choice. Geomet is the NUMBER ONE brake rotor anti corrosion surface coating used 
by OEM builders (they use silver, we prefer black Geomet). Coating withstands severe salt spray tests for 
corrosion resistance. 


Ask at Pep Boys 
or your local retailer or 
shop online at .... 



BRAKES 


www.ebcbrakes.com 
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OHAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


CUNDER PRESSURE 

Not everybody runs a high-pressure fuel-injection system, but what are you supposed to 
do if you’ve got a high-performance carbureted system with a high-volume electric or me- 
chanical fuel pump? If you feed the carburetor too much pressure you can jam the needle 
and seats, flood the bowl, or cause any other number of issues. Aeromotive now has a solu- 
tion in its new high-performance Ultra Low Pressure Regulator (PN 13222). It’s adjustable 
for pressure between Wi to 5 psi, which works perfectiy for most side-draft carburetors. 
INFO: Aeromotive, 913/647-7300, aeromotive.com 


If you’re old-school, Yamaha colors will always be yellow and black. To 
pay homage to its roots, Yamaha is offering its ’16 iineup in the bumble- 
bee scheme, including the insanely popular YFZ450R quad. With stuff 
like a 2.9-gailon fuel tank, electronic fuel injection, a long-travei suspen- 
sion with reservoir shocks, and disc brakes, the ’16 YZF450R would’ve 
seemed like the stuff of science fiction back in 1956. Be sure 
to check Yamaha’s fuli ’16 line of motorcycies, quads, and 
side-by-sides. INFO: Yamaha, yamahamotorsports.com 




OSLAMMED 

Sometimes you don’t have room to fit a whole complex engine skidplate. For 
those times, or just good measure, Trans-Dapt makes its Slam Guard Oil Pans for 
small-block Chevy, small-block Windsor Ford, and AMC V-8 engines. The high- 
quality oil pans feature a built-in 0.1875-inch-thick skidplate on the bottom of the 
sump to survive encounters with rocks, sticks, and other trail hazards that could 
tear into a factory stamped-steel pan and ruin your day. INFO: Trans-Dapt Perfor- 
f mance, tdperformance.com 



If you’re sick of busting your back or waiting for 
friends every time you want to remove your vehicle’s 
hardtop, take notice of Smittybilt’s new Hard Top 
Hoist. Designed to mount to your garage roof (or 
whatever else you can get it secureiy mounted to), 
just drive your hardtop-equipped vehicle under- 
neath and lift away. Your top will be off in a breeze. 
Compatible with ail Jeep hardtops from CJ up 
through JK, no matter two- or four-door, the 
electric winch motor makes going topless as easy as 
unfastening your internai hoid-downs, securing the 
lifting hooks, and pressing a button. Once the top is 
removed, the frame’s easy-giide wheeis make it easy 
to push around your garage for storage. INFO: 
Smittybilt, 888-717-5797, smittybilt.com 
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©2014 Toyo Tire U.S.A. Corp. Professional driver Closed course. 



WE ARE" FIERCE AND STRONG 

AND FULL OF DRIVE. 



1 ^ T' ^ 



\ - 

WE ARE TOYO. ALL OR NOTHING. TOVDIIRCS' 



ENGINEERED TO PERFORM. 
BUILT TO INSPIRE. 


THE COMPLETE WRANGLER SYSTEM 

American Expedition Vehicles has designed and engineered a full 
line of parts and accessories for the JK Wrangler. Every piece is 
made to fit together in perfect harmony to enhance the vehicle's style 
and capability while being manufactured to the standards of factory 
equipment. Built in Detroit. Proven Worldwide. 



FRONT BUMPERS HEAT REDUCTION HOOD REAR BUMPER & ACCESSORIES 



SNORKEL DUALSPORT SUSPENSION WHEELS 



AEV-CONVERSIONS.COM 


PAirrsnacK 


OFORMWITH 
FUNCnON 

ICI (Innovative Creations 
Inc.) knows when you’re 
shopping for aftermarket 
parts for your 4x4, looks 
often aren’t the only thing. 

That’s why the company 
not only makes its new line 
of Magnum winch-mount 
bumpers for new pickups 
to conform to the factory 
body lines and treats them 
to a good-iooking three- 
stage coating process, it 
uses high-strength steel 
and incorporates functionai eiements iike high 
ground clearance, recessed light pockets, 
ventilation holes for cooling, shackle mounts, 
and the ability to instail a 16,500-pound 
winch. Check out the company’s website for a 
full lineup and other cool products. INFO: ICI, 
800/626-8746, icionline.com 




OEXTREME COUNTRY 

No, it’s not some new-fangied type of hard- 
core country music. It’s the new tire from Dick 
Cepek. Avaiiabie in 18 popuiar sizes for wheeis 
ranging from 15 to 18 inches, the Extreme 
Country mud-terrain features extra-deep tread 
blocks with an open design for self-cieaning, 
a high-tensiie two-ply sidewail, siping, and DC 
sidewall tread blocks, all with Dick Cepek’s 
weil-trusted reputation for quality. INFO: 

Dick Cepek Tires & Wheels, 800/222-9092, 
dickcepek.com 
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O JACK BOLT 

A Hi-Lift jack is just one of those things 
every off-roader should bring along. How- 
ever, using one normally poses two prob- 
lems: first is where to put it, and second 
is how to keep it from walking away when 
you’re not looking. The new BOLT J-Mount 
system solves both those problems for Jeep 
TJ and JK owners, providing a mount on 
which to securely attach their Hi-Llfts for 
easy access, as well as utilizing BOLT lock 
technology that permanently programs the 
jack lock to the Jeep vehicle’s Ignition key. 
Check BOLT’S other one-key solutions for 
spare tires and other applications. INFO: 

Bolt, 877/251-8798, boltlock.com Finr ’ ' 
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By Jay Kopycinski editorilfourwheeler.com Photography: Jay Kopycinski 


S PRING SEASON IN THE SOUTHEAST IS ALWAYS A GOOO TIME FOR A WHEELING AOVENTURE. THE COLO. 

sleet, and ice have cleared. Then comes warmer temperatures and spring rains. For us, it 
was time to hit the trails again and do some exploring. But this wasn’t a simple day trip 
but a weeklong adventure with 13 rigs that would cover nearly 800 miles. 

Though many in the group had traveled hundreds of miles to get here, we stamped Seneca, 
South Carolina, as the start of our week. The group, known as the Florida Adventure Rigs, was 
vehicularly diverse. Each in the group drove the entire trip and carried all the gear needed to 
camp each night while we ventured from place to place. 

On Day One, we dropped into Southeast Overland, a 4WD shop run by Steve Springs. South- 
east Overland specialize most in outfitting rigs for overlanding and the kind of camping and 
wheeling trip we were on. Some in our group picked up recovery equipment in hopes it would 
stave off the need for vehicle extraction on this trip, but that remained to be seen. 

We hit the highway and in a matter of hours had been through the Carolinas, Georgia, and 




- 


O On Day Two we were deep in Adventure Off Road 
Park in south-central Tennessee. We covered green 
and blue-rated trails. Matt Simpson ascends one of 
the hills in his mildly modified ’96 4Runner. 


EASTERN 

A week-long 4WD adventure 


I 





TAIN WHEELING 



O Heavy rains the week before our trip left much 
of this area very wet. Here, Jary McNeil’s ’87 solid 
axle-swapped Toyota truck crawls through one of 
the sloppy mud holes we encountered where the 
deep end could swallow 35-inch tires. 


G The rains had not missed Picket State Forest, 
and we explored some of the waterlogged routes. 
One of two H3 Hummers we had on our run was 
Mark Wells’ ’09 Alpha, here pushing a wake of 
brown water. 


O AOP has a wide variety 
of trails from dirt roads 
to tight forest trails, plus 
rocky hills with huge 
boulders and ledges. 
Mike Marrero, our trip 
planner and leader, ran 
his ’99 Nissan Frontier 
up one of the rocky 
slopes in Area 51, a 
black-diamond play area. 


O Steve Cegielski lays 
down the throttle in his 
’08 Jeep JK to push 
his way through some 
snotty mud on our way 
near Blackhouse Moun- 
tain. We followed the 
trail to a mountainside 


Once in Pickett in northeastern Tennessee, we 
found some offshoots with tight trees as Greg 
Rice found out trying to thread his big GMC truck 
through the forest. Richard Potter, a local mem- , 
ber of Big South Fork Off Road, was our helpful , 
guide for the day. i 
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Tennessee, ending near the small town of 
South Pittsburgh, Tennessee. Here lies Adven- 
ture Off Road Park (AOP), a 500-acre tract of 
land situated in the mountains of south-central 
Tennessee. Though relatively small in size, 
the owners are making good use of the land to 
provide a wide variety of trails. 

We dropped tents in a large grassy area 
within AOP and played on the trails for the 
next day or so. The fee-to-play park offers 
easy, moderate, and difficult trails, and we 
tried some of each. Despite heavy rains before 
we got there, we were treated to nearly clear 
skies and awesome weather. 

We played on elevation changes in the lush 
woods and found water crossings in the low 
areas. The terrain was a combination of loose 
dirt and rocky outcroppings. For those look- 
ing for fairly extreme challenges, they were 
there to be had. We had many days ahead of 
us and a lot more miles in our adventure, so 
we had fun but didn’t push our mechanical 
limits against the trails. 

Day Three found us moving again as we 


traveled north towards Jamestown, Tennessee, 
and the Big South Fork National River and 
Recreation Area, which spans nearly 120,000 
acres along the beautiful Cumberland Plateau. 
We found our next camping spot at Bandy 
Creek Campground. This area offers all kinds 
of outdoor activities in the forest and on the 
waterways. If you’re also into canoeing or 
kayaking, you’ll find even more fun here. 

Our local dirt destination was Pickett State 
Forest. We explored deep into the wooded 
trails, finding some substantial mud in places. 
Again, it didn’t pour on us, but the trails were 
well soaked from previous rains. We found 
some challenging climbs and rock ledges, ac- 
companied by some truly scenic views. 

Rising on Day Five, we checked over our 
rigs, broke camp, and then jumped back on 
pavement heading east. Near Sharps Chapel 
lies one of the last operating auto ferries in 
eastern Tennessee. The Helms Ferry was con- 
structed in 1936 to transport local residents 
between the small communities scattered 
along the Powell River. Wc made the ciussing 


in several trips and enjoyed nostalgic passage 
as a small tugboat chugged the rusty barge 
across the water. 

Following the backroads of Tennessee, we 
skirted Knoxville and crossed the Tennessee 
River, headed to Jeepism. Born by seven-slot 
addicts, Jeepism is a quaint Jeep-centric shop 
selling accessories and equipment to like- 
minded outdoor adventurers. The Jeepers in 
our group indulged here and all of us enjoyed 
the short stop. 

Just down the highway is the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. We spent time ex- 
ploring this area, spotting deer, turkey, bears, 
and other wildlife on the small backroads. As 
we explored, we turned onto Parson Branch. 
It’s marked as a primitive road with 4WD rec- 
ommended, but it was a dirt road in our book. 
However, it was dripping with vibrant scenery, 
and we didn’t have a single regret making this 
forest trek. 

We popped out of the wet forest onto High- 
way 129 just a bit north of Deals Gap and in 
the middle of the Tail of the Dragon, a twi:^y 



O Chris Conners made his first long road trip in his recently completed 
’01 Nissan Frontier. He had no problem climbing the Pickett obstacles 
with 1-ton axles and 37-inch tires. 


O We took the Helms Ferry across Powell River in 
Tennessee. This ’36 auto ferry has shuttled iocal 
inhabitants across the water for nearly 80 years. 
Our crew took the ride across with a small, vintage 
tugboat propelling us from shore to shore. 


O In Townsend, Tennessee, we stopped into Jeep- 
ism, a specialty shop specializing in — you guessed 
it — ^Jeep stuff. We swapped a few quick stories with 
the proprietors about where we’d been and where 
we were headed. 

G In Pickett, we’d follow mild dirt trails for a while 
and then be challenged with a large ledge or other 
obstacle from time to time. Terri Brendle eases her 
JK Wrangler down one of the ledges. 
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Be Prepared. 


You never know what the trail will throw at you. Be 
ready for anything with a lift kit and bigger tires, 
essential recovery gear, and underbody armor. 
Summit Racing Equipment will help you 
pick the right parts and ship them the 
same-day so you get back out there fast. 


Rely on us to answer your questions 
and recommend solutions 24/7. 


DC 
Blackout 
Wheels 


stand Out from the Crowd! 
Keyword: MTT Blackout 

as low as / $122.67 each 



All-Terrain 
Floor Liners 






Keep Gunk Trapped! 

Keyword: RGG Terrain Floor Liners 

as low as / $89.99 pair 


Ml Front Bumpers 



Formidable Looks and Strength! 
Keyword: SMT Ml Front Bumpers 

as iow as / $1,299.99 each 


lUPeni-iFT 



Suspension ^ 

Lift Kits 11 

Built for Enthusiasts! w 
Keyword: SLF 4WD Lift Kits 

as iow as / $1,583.95 kit 



Rear Axle Shafts 

30% Stronger Than Stock! 
Keyword: YGA Rear Shafts 

as low as / $105.43 each 


FREE 

an orders over $99t 

D«Uil3 ftt SummltRadng.cofR 




n-m 

USA 

F-Series 
LED Light Bars 

Light Your Way! 

Keyword: RGD E Series LED Bars 

as low as / $664.99 each 




Manual 


Locking Hubs 

strong Nodular Hub Bodies! 
Keyword: GTA Manual Hubs 

as iow as / $99.99 pair 




AC K C D . 


Hi-Lift Jacks 

Jack of AH Trades! 
Keyword: BLM Jacks 

as low as / $69.97 each 



Expert Advice Huge Inventory Fast Delivery World-Class Customer Service 


1.800.230.3030 • Tech: 1.330.630.0240 • IntT: 1.330.630.0230 

Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day! 

Find it at SummitRacing.conr 

Prices good through 10/1/15 • Typographical, description, or photography errors are subject to correction. 

Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or 
local laws/regulations. ©2015 AUTOSALES, INC. SCode: 151 1FW 
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So You Wanna Overland? 

C ompleting a trip such as this may not be an easy task, but it can be very rewarding. It takes a 
good bit of planning to do a trip of this length with this number of rigs, however, and none of 
our trip was prerun save for some Internet mapping. As such, everyone knew we were treading 
new ground, so route mistakes and back-tracking could likely happen. We just all went with the 
flow of the day. 

Drivers are often tempted to try hard obstacles that challenge their skills and the mechanical 
limits of their rig. Being prudent and knowing when to back down is important. Spare parts, extra 
fuel, and tools are needed either individually or spread across the group. You will need to keep 
your vehicle running its own power for the whole of the trip. 

The group can decide on the level of camping comfort needed, whether that be a week of 
remote, dry camping versus luxurious private campgrounds, or something in between. We made 
periodic, coordinated stops to refuel and restock perishables every few days. 

Every day was not about wheeling all day. We had plenty of time in the dirt but also took some 
scenic byways and stopped at interesting sites along the way. If this sounds fun, then plan your 
own adventure! 


piece of pavement that throws out 318 curves 
in just 11 miles. It’s a popular spot for motor- 
cyclists and sports car enthusiasts, so we got 
fairly odd looks when we rolled down the ser- 
pent in 13 4x4s in all shapes and sizes. 

It was still Day Five, and we were trying 
to find our way near Murphy, North Caro- 
lina. We headed up a mountain, then around 
a mountain. It rained, and we went down a 
mountain. Those that wander, are not lost. It 
rained some more and we took longer than 
expected to get to our evening destination. 
Again, we were not lost. We pulled in after 
dark, but the host at Crawford’s Campground 
was cordial and welcomed us. We’d camped 
here before and can certainly recommend this 
place if you’re visiting the area. 

After a long day, we were met with clearing 
skies and another comfortable evening. The 
conversation at the campfire was enthusiastic 


private park, Durhamtown Tellico in western 
North Carolina. This area lost a lot of 4WD 
traffic when the popular Upper Tellico OHV 


ing through the park, we stopped for the short 
hike into Mulky Falls, where water tumbles 40 
feet off a cliff. 



as we recounted all we had seen and done that 
day. On the next day, morning would break 
and we were up for another day in the dirt. 

It was here we would seek out our second 


O Durhamtown Tellico has been open about a 
year and continues to develop new trails. Robert 
Keller led us down the Plane Crash trail, a moun- 
tain ledge route that climbs in elevation. The trail 
is named for the site of a single-engine plane that 
Crirth^ and ri^.ain^ In th6 trets thn tr^iL 


n The big rock slabs in the bowl area were little 
chaflenge to James Gi(f in his Hummer H3T, 
assuming he had the real estate to turn his long- 
wheelbase truck around. 


C Some of the climbs in The Bowl 
area were deceptively short on trac- 
tion. Aaron Arnold had to get some 
momentum to get his ’07 JK Wran- 
gler to the top of this slick slab. 


O Once we ventured to The Bowl, 
more serious rockcrawling began. 

Tim Lowry inched and bounced his 
’9& Jeep TJ up one of the steep bowl 
faces. The mix of the smooth rock 
and wet dirt made finding traction 
difficult. 


area was closed in 2009. Local businesses 
suffered for some years. Now Durhamtown is 
trying to change that since it opened up about 
a year before we arrived. 

We headed into the 3,000-acre Durhamtown 
park after checking in and struck out on the 
Plane Crash Trail. The route is a shelf trail for 
much of its distance, skirting a mountainside 
and then climbing higher on the Ridge Trail to 
Buzzard’s Roost Overlook for a grand view of 
North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains. Wind- 


Continuing to the far end of the park, we 
found The Bowl, a challenging rockcrawling 
play area comprised of large rock outcroppings 
and huge slabs. We played here, attempting 
what we dared and managed to leave without 
carnage. We explored other routes in the park 
while working our way back to the entrance. 
The terrain was diverse, offering something for 
every skill level. This concluded a fun Day Six. 

On Day Seven, we awoke to realize our 
adventure was coming to a solemn close and 
it was near time to part ways to 
head for home. We all agreed it 
had been an awesome week of 
camaraderie and 4WD adven- 
ture. We’ll do it again. FMI 
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Power through even the most challenging off-road conditions 
with the new BFGoodrich® All-Terrain T/A® K02. It's our toughest 
all-terrain tire. Ever. 



BFCoocMcM 


© 2075 MAM, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Y OU’VE DONE IT AGAIN! NOT LONG AGO WE COMPILED 

info on 31 rigs submitted by their own- 
ers and we asked you to cast your vote A 
for which 10 of these awesome Top 
Truck Challenge 2015 hopefuls would make m a 
the trek to Hollister, California, for our gi- m m 
ant, weeklong, seven-event off-road 
thrashfest. You responded with 
an avalanche of ballots and we 
tallied the votes. The Top 10 vote- 
getting rigs were notified that they had I 

been given the nod by you and were invited \ ^ 
to compete in the 23rd running of Top Truck 
Challenge, better known as TTC. As usual, we ^ 
also included two alternates in case up to 2 of the 
10 competitors couldn’t make it, and that’s exactly 
what happened this year. 

Of the 31 TTC hopefuls, 14 were GM vehicles, 4 w( 
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Jeep, 4 were Ford, 2 were Toyota, and 2 were Suzuki. 

There was also one each of International Harvester, 
^ Dodge, Fiat, Land Rover, and Nissan. You voted 
in seven GM vehicles, the Dodge, one of the 
Ik % Fords, and the International. The Dodge and 
% Ford owners declined to compete a few days 
' prior to the event. The alternate rigs, 

a Toyota and a GM, were acti- 
vated, thus solidifying the field. 
For the third consecutive year you 
M rejected Jeep vehicles, which marks 
f g only the third time in TTC history that Jeep 
^ M vehicles have been absent from the event. 

M Four of the competitors you voted in came 
from Canada, three from the state of Oregon, and 
one each from Idaho, Wyoming, and California. 
Jlightly over half of the 10 rigs were big-block-powered 
most half were sporting IVi-ton Rockwell axles. 
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A look at the 10 incredible rigs, and 
drivers, of Top Truck Challenge 2015 


By Kon BrubalCGr ken.brubakerpfourwheeler.com Photography: Ken Brubaker S John Cappa 


In a previous story we showed you a reader-submitted photo ai 
gave you a basic overview of each rig. In this story, we’ll delve de 
into each rig and provide the lowdown on everything from axles 
gines to interiors. Each rig has changed to some degree since you 
’em in (a vehicle is allowed to be modified prior to competition a; 
as it resembles the rig the reader submitted and adheres to the rul 
and the way you see the rigs here is exactly the way they entered 
petition. Look for even more info on these rigs in upcoming issue 

These rigs don’t magically create a strategy and drive themsel 
this is why we’re including information about each talented drive 
sent each driver a few questions and are including the answers to 
of those questions within each feature. This will offer you a glim 
into the thought process of each driver. 

In next month’s issue of Four Wheeler, we’ll publish the huge, 
detailed event story. You’ll see incredible photos and read all the 
nating details of how each competitor did in all seven of TTC’s g 
events. For now, read on to get to know the TTC 2015 competitoi 
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1 . Furlong’s Scout still has some IH DNA, including 
the chassis and the reverse-opening hood. Outside, 
equipment includes a pair of KC HiLites driving 
lights, front and rear inner fender lights, and a 
front-mounted Smittybilt XRC 9,500-pound winch 
with VooDoo winch rope. The rig rolls on a set of 
54-inch tires mounted to 10-inch-wide double 
beadlock wheels. Inside, there’s a custom rollcage, 
a pair of Scat Enterprises Procar suspension seats 
with four-point safety harnesses, stock gauge 
cluster from a Cummins-powered truck, and a col- 
lection of Auto Meter gauges. 


S. Furlong estimates that the 5.9L 6BT turbod- 
iesel powerplant generates 400 hp and 800 Ib-ft 
of torque. Among other things, the engine has 
a custom intake, lOOhp injectors, 4,000-rpm 
governor spring kit, AMSOIL lube, and an exhaust 
stack on the ’04 Cummins turbo. The engine is fed 
by a RCI fuel cell with Russell lines and cooled by 
a rear-mount radiator fit with a Flex-a-lite electric 
fan. A pair of rear-mounted Optima batteries (in 
TMR boxes) helps to create amperage for electrical 
needs. Power is transferred through a TorqueFlite 
727 automatic transmission that has a mild shift 
kit, Flex-a-lite cooler, and AMSOIL fluid. 


3. Both of the AMSOIL-lubed AxleTech 4000 axles 
have pneumatic lockers, hydraulic steering with 
AMSOIL fluid, and EMF rams and ball sockets (the 
rear-steer uses a Kamikaze Customs self-centering 
system). Custom rotors, along with calipers pirated 
from a ’10 Duramax-equipped Silverado, handle 
braking. Power is carried from the reclocked and 
AMSOIL-lubed NP205 to the axles via custom 
driveshafts with 1410 U-joints. The front and rear 
suspension is a three-link radius arm setup with 
Currie and Trail-Gear joints along with Profender 
16-inch-travel remote-reservoir coilovers, 16-inch- 
travel bypass shocks, and 4-inch-travel bumpstops. 


Furlong Scout 


A Cummins-powered International Harvester Scout with AxleTech 4000 axles is an interesting 
combination, and it’s no wonder you voted it into TTC 2015. Owner Adam Furlong says that he 
has built “most of this truck, with some help from few good friends,” over the course of 10 years. 
Now it’s time to put the rig to the ultimate test. 


Driver name/city: Adam Furlong/Pemberton, 

British Columbia, Canada 

Occupation: Mechanic 

Vehicle model: 79 International Harvester Scout II 
Engine: Cummins 5.9L 1-6 turbodiesel 

Transmission: TF727 
Transfer case(s): NP205 

Suspension (f/r): Radius arm three-link, 16-in-travel 
Profender remote-reservoir coilovers, 16-in-travel 
Profender bypass shocks. Profender 4-in-travel bump- 
stops/radius arm three-link, 16-in-travel Profender 
remote-reservoir coilovers, 16-in-travel Profender by- 
pass shocks, Profender 4-in-travel bumpstops 
Axles (f/r): AxleTech 4000, pneumatic locker, custom 
disc brakes, hydraulic steering/AxleTech 4000, pneu- 
matic locker, custom disc brakes, hydraulic steering 
Axle ratio: 1.93:1 (ring-and-pinion), 3.50:1 (planetary 
hubs), 6.80:1 (final) 

Wheels: 20x10 double beadlock 

Tires: 19.5/54-20LT Interco Super Swamper TSL 

Bogger 
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Most looking forward to: “Tank Trap. I have always liked the Tank Trap because it takes driver skill 
and a well-built rig just to finish.” 

Not looking forward to: “I’m looking forward to all of the events.” 

One thing you should know: “I always want more power, whether it’s a car, truck, dirt bike, or snow- 
mobile. Really, anything with a motor. I have a hard time leaving anything stock — I like to make 
horsepower!” 
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Ryan Speaks 

Most looking forward to: “The Tank Trap! It has always been the biggest and baddest event in TTC!” 
Not looking forward to: “Frame Twister. It’s pretty easy to do some damage in that event!” 

One thing you should know: “I will do what it takes to help out my fellow competitors.” 


3. Nestled between the framerails is a fuel-injected 
GM LQ9 6.0L V-8 that generates 450 hp and 500 


1. The front of the KIO has 
been narrowed a total of 12 
inches and the rear has been 
narrowed 14 inches. The 
bed has also been short- 
ened 6 inches behind the 
wheels. Other exterior mods 
include radiused fenders and 
bedsides, custom half-doors, 
custom rock sliders, a front- 
mounted Warn 9.5cti winch, 
rear Warn 4,000-pound winch 
(to draw down the rear axle), four LED headlights, 
and a 50-inch LED roof-mounted lightbar. The 
interior includes a trick custom rollcage, removable 
steering wheel, and an array of Auto Meter gauges. 


2. The WFO-trussed Chevy Dana 60 front axle has 
been moved 8 inches forward from stock and in- 
cludes Reid Racing knuckles, a Dana 70 carrier and 
cryogenically treated 4.56 gears, RCV axleshafts, a 
Detroit Locker, and AMSOIL gear oil. The hydraulic 
steering system includes a PSC ram and Offroad 
Design arms. The 14-bolt rear axle has been moved 


2 inches rearward from stock and includes a Pacific 
Fabrication truss. Revolution Gear & Axle 4.56 
gears, welded spider gears, and AMSOIL gear oil. 
The front and rear suspension consist of a trian- 
gulated four-link setup with MetalCloak Duroflex 
joints and ORI STX 16-inch-travel struts. South Bay 
Driveline driveshafts sprout from the NP203/205 
Offroad Design Doubler T-case setup that uses 
AMSOIL fluid. 


Driver name/city: Ryan Agan/Hollister, California 
Occupation: Fabrication/technician 

Vehicle model: ’83 Chevy KIO 
Engine: GM6.0L V-8 
Transmission: TH400 

Transfer case(s): NP203/205, Offroad Design Doubler 
Suspension (f/r): Triangulated four-link, ORI STX 
16-in-travel struts/triangulated four-link, ORI STX 
16-in-travel struts 

Axles (f/r): Chevy Dana 60, Jantz Engineering Jana 
76 kit, RCV axleshafts, hydraulic steering, PSC ram, 
WFO truss/14-bolt, welded spider gears. Pacific 
Fabrication truss 

Axle ratio: 4.56:1 

Wheels: 17x12 Stazworks double beadlock 
Tires: 43xl4.50-17LT Interco TSL SX 


Ryan’s 

R yan Agan purchased 
this '83 KIO in 2009 


when he was a senior 
in high school. Over the 
years the rig has had three 
different engines, five dif- 
ferent transmissions, four 
different transfer case set- 
ups, three different front 
axles, and four different 
rear axles. Last year, Ryan 
was an alternate at Top 
Truck Challenge. This year, 
you gave him the nod. 


Ib-ft of torque. Some of its features include Tilden 
valvesprings and trunnion bearings, Sanderson 
headers, Flowmaster muffler, and 3-inch exhaust. 
The engine is cooled by an aluminum radiator with 
dual electric fans; electrical needs are handled 
by a Pacific Fabrication engine harness and dual 
Optima RedTop batteries; and AMSOIL is the lube 
of choice. Fuel is drawn from a 19-gallon aluminum 
fuel cell. Bolted to the engine is a heavily built 
TH400 transmission with Tilden pan, AMSOIL 
fluid, and Derale cooler with 10-inch fan. 
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Eric Speaks 

Most looking forward to: “Tank Trap. Hardest obstacle, and it’s what we’re used to here in Canada.” 
Not looking forward to: “Nothing. Should be fun.” 

One thing you should know: “I have a baby due a week after TTC, if it ain’t early.” 


Driver name/city: Eric Kam/Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 

Occupation: Engineer 
Vehicle model: ’85 Chevy K2500 
Engine: GM 496ci V-8 
Transmission: TH400 

Transfer case(s): Northwest FabWorks BlackBox/ 
NP205 

Suspension (f/r): Triangulated four-link, EMF spherical 
rod ends, 16-in-travel ORI remote-reservoir struts/trian- 
gulated four-link, EMF spherical rod ends, 18-in-travel 
ORI remote-reservoir struts 

Axles (f/r): 2y2-ton Rockwell, welded spiders, hydraulic 
steering, custom pinion brake/2y2-ton Rockwell, welded 
spiders, hydraulic steering, custom pinion brake 

Axle ratio: 6.72:1 

Wheels: 20x14 custom double beadlock 

Tires: 19.5/54x-20LT Interco Super Swamper TSL 

Bogger 


to the engine is a TH400 transmission with manual 
valvebody and AMSOIL fluid. The transmission is 
cooled by a “tractor cooler.” 


Eric’s 

K2500 


3. The 496ci big-block engine is said to produce 
600 hp and 600 Ib-ft of torque. The ’plant has 
forged pistons, a Comp Cams camshaft, Edelbrock 
RPM Air-Gap intake, FAST fuel injection, MSD 
ignition, Sanderson headers, Borla mufflers, and 
AMSOIL lube. Cooling the engine is a Griffin alu- 
minum radiator with electric fan and pump. Mated 


FabWorks BlackBox underdrive is located between 
the transmission and NP205 T-case. A pair of 
1410-jointed Xtreme Driveline driveshafts carry 
power to the axles. 


A rig like Eric Kam’s Chevy 
K2500 doesn’t happen 
overnight. As a matter of 
fact, Eric says it has taken 
about 10 years to get the 
truck to where it is today. And 
where it is today is poised to 
challenge Top Truck’s seven 
gnarly events because you 
voted it in. Eric seems more 
than ready to unleash the big- 
block, Rockwells, and 54s. 


1 . The backbone of the truck is 
a boxed and shortened K2500 
chassis. The sheetmetal is 
almost all modified, either by 
trees or a Sawzall, Eric says. 

The rig rolls on 54-inch tires 
mounted on custom 14-inch- 
wide double beadlock wheels. 

A Superwinch 15,500-pound 
Tiger Shark winch is at the 
ready up front. Inside, equip- 
ment includes a pair of plastic 
race seats, Joes Racing steering wheel, several Auto 
Meter gauges, and a custom rollcage. 


S. Welded spider gears and AMSOIL gear oil 
reside in the 2V2-ton Rockwell axles, and each 
axle also has Ouverson axleshafts, a custom pinion 
brake, and a PSC ram for the hydraulic steering. 
Each axle is located by triangulated four-link bars 
with EMF spherical rod ends. An ORI remote- 
reservoir strut resides at each corner and the 
front struts have 16 inches of travel, while the 
rear struts have 18 inches of travel. A Northwest 
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Dan’s CMC 

\ A le can’t say we’re surprised that you gave Dan Osterhout’s ’70 GMC pickup the thumbs-up to 
V Y compete in TTC 2015. This rig is not only based on a timeless classic body style, but it also has 
a fascinating collection of serious parts like a big-block engine and 2y2-ton Rockwell axles. Now we’ll 
see how it fares in the evil Tank Trap. 


mjHEmuu 


Dan Speaks 

Most looking forward to: “Coal Chute because it looks challenging to driving skill and vehicle 
limitation.” 

Not looking forward to: “Mud Pit because that’s the kind of thing I wheel in now.” 

One thing you should know: “I have no other hobbies but fabricating and four-wheeling. 

Just ask my fiancee.” 
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^ Driver name/city: Dan Osterhout/Edmonton, 

S Alberta, Canada 

" Occupation: Superintendent 

Vehicle model: 70 GMC pickup 
Engine: GM 427ci V-8 
V Transmission: TH400 

" Transfer case(s): NP205 

t|t Suspension (f/r): Boomerang cantilever, double trian- 

Rt gulated. Profender 12-in-travel coilovers, 16-in-travel 
Ip air shocks/Boomerang cantilever, double triangulated, 
p Profender 12-in-travel coilovers, 16-in-travel air shocks, 

S Profender bumpstops 

jfc. Axles (f/r): 2y2-ton Rockwell, welded spiders, hydraulic 
' steering, DIY4X pinion brake/21/2-ton Rockwell, welded 
If] spiders, hydraulic steering, DIY4X pinion brake 

Axle ratio: 6.72:1 

f , Wheels: 16.5x12 Rhino Fabrication beadlock 

r Tires: 17/47-16. 5LT Interco Super Swamper LTB 
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1. Exterior mods include narrowed front and rear 
sheetmetal as well as generous fender trimming 
to allow the 47-inch tires on Rhino Fabrication 
beadlock wheels room to move without contacting 
the sheetmetal. Other exterior mods include a pair 
of Rigid Industries lights and a front-mounted Smit- 
tybilt 9,500-pound winch with VooDoo winch rope. 
What you can’t see are the front frame mods de- 
signed to create room for the Rockwell axle and the 
rollcage stiffeners between the framerails. Interior 
equipment includes a pair of RCI seats, G-Force 
harnesses, GT steering wheel, custom aluminum 
console, and an array of Auto Meter gauges. 

S. The 427ci big-block engine is said to produce 
550 hp at 6,000 rpm and 550 Ib-ft of torque 
at 4,500 rpm. The engine’s equipment includes 
Speedpro pistons, L-88 heads, an Edelbrock 
Performer RPM intake, FAST fuel injection, 
custom headers, and a dual 3-inch exhaust with 
Magnaflow mufflers. The ’plant is lubed by AM- 
SOIL and cooled by a four-core aluminum radiator 
with 16-inch Maradyne electric fan. A 100-amp 
alternator and Interstate 1,100 cca battery help 
to meet electrical needs. Power is routed through 
a TH400 transmission that includes a TransGo 
manual shift kit, B&M cooler with Maradyne fan, 
and AMSOIL fluid. 

3. Both of the 2y2-ton Rockwell axles have welded 
spider gears, DIY4X pinion brakes, AMSOIL gear oil, 
and hydraulic steering. The axles internals are spun 
by owner-fabbed driveshafts with 1410 U-joints. 

The rig’s unique suspension system is a Boomerang 
cantilever/double-triangulated four-link setup that 
includes 12-inch-travel Profender coilovers and 
16-inch-travel air shocks. There’s also a quartet of 
limit straps and a pair of Profender bumpstops. An 
NP205 T-case filled with AMSOIL fluid splits power 
to the driveshafts. 
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1. Big 54-inch Mickey Thompson Baja Claw TTC 
tires are mated to Hutchinson double beadlock 
wheels with custom BTOR wheel inserts. But 
there’s a lot more. Among other things there’s a 
MC Welding front bumper and winch mount, BTOR 
rocker replacement sliders and rear bumper, and 
Wicked Tube Fab fenders. Also, a trick front-mount- 
ed custom BTOR dual geartrain Warn 8274 winch 
with two 6 hp motors and VooDoo winch rope and a 
rear-mounted Engo USA 10,000-pound winch with 
VooDoo winch rope. Interior mods include Corbeau 
suspension seats and a full rollcage that ties into 
the engine/suspension ’cage. 

S. Among other things, the 350ci V-8 has a TBI 
spacer, custom-tuned chip by 208 Motorsports, 
ported ’94 Chevy truck exhaust manifolds, ’96 
K1500-sourced gear reduction starter, and AMSOIL 
lube. Dual 140-amp alternators (with twin resetta- 
ble circuit breakers) work in conjunction with a pair 
of Odyssey PC1500 batteries to generate electrical 
power. Bolted to the engine is a BTOR-built TH400 
transmission that includes a custom transmission 
case to strengthen the tailhousing, AMSOIL fluid, 
and BorgWarner clutches. 


Christopher’s Jimmy 


^hristopher Bowman owns Bowman Transmission and Off Road (BTOR) and his '88 GMC Jimmy 
Whas undergone a few changes since you voted it into Top Truck 2015. One thing that Christopher 
didn’t change is the bone-stock 100,000-mile-plus 350ci V-8 engine. Will the old engine grenade or 
help carry the truck to an impressive overall finish? 


3. AxleTech 4000 axles are located fore and aft, 
and both are fit with the factory pneumatic locker, 
custom BTOR disc brakes hydro-assist steering, 
and AMSOIL gear oil. The axles internals are spun 
by a pair of Tom Wood’s driveshafts. The rig’s 
front suspension consists of a spherical rod-ended 
five-link with F-O-A remote-reservoir 16-inch-travel 
coilovers, 4-inch-travel bumpstops, and 20-inch 
limit straps. The rear includes military-wrapped 
54-inch leafs and Doetsch Tech Prerunner 14-inch- 
travel shocks. The rig uses a custom BTOR 231 
gearbox with 2.72:1 ratio and a GM NP205 T-case 
that was modified by BTOR with 32 spline outputs. 
Both components use AMSOIL lube. 


WI-St7»lLS 


Driver name/city: Christopher Bowman/Mountain 
Home, Idaho 

Occupation: Owner, Bowman Transmission and Off 
Road, LLC. 

Vehicle model: ’88 GMC Jimmy 
Engine: GM 350ci V-8 
Transmission: TH400 

Transfer case(s): BTOR 231 gearbox, NP205 
Suspension (f/r): Five-link, F-O-A 16-in-travel remote- 
reservoir coilovers, 4-in-travel F-O-A bumpstops, F-O-A 
20-in limit straps/54- in leaf springs with military wrap, 
Doetsch Tech Prerunner 14-in-travel shocks 
Axles (f/r): /AxleTech 4000, factory pneumatic locker, 
BTOR hydro-assist steering and disc brakes/AxleTech 
4000, factory pneumatic locker, BTOR disc brakes 
Axle ratio: 1.93:1 (ring-and-pinion), 3.5:1 (planetary 
hubs), 6.80:1 (final) 

Wheels: 20x12 Hutchinson double beadlock 
Tires: 19.5/54-20LT Mickey Thompson Baja Claw TTC 


Christopher Speaks 


Most looking forward to: “Not sure I have a favorite event — I want to do them all and hopefully 
complete them. Each one has their own challenges for me as a driver, challenges for my rig, and 
challenges for my co-driver.” 

Not looking forward to: “Doesn’t really apply to me, as I look forward to them all! Pretty bummed the 
word on the street is there is no mud again this year due to the drought. I wouldn’t have placed well 
with a heavy rig and stock horsepower, but it would have been a blast.” 

One thing you should know: “Move along, there’s nothing to see here.” 
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Kimberly Speaks 

Most looking forward to: “The Tank Trap because that seems to be what everyone talks about.” 
Not looking forward to: “Nothing really comes to mind.” 

One thing you should know: “I absolutely hate being in front of a camera!” 


Driver name/city: Kimberly Gray/Amity, Oregon 
Occupation: Currently a stay at home mom. 

Vehicle model: 75 GMC pickup 
Engine: GM 454ci V-8 
Transmission: TH400 

Transfer case(s): NP203/205 Doubler, 32-spline 
outputs 

Suspension (f/r): Four-link, RuffStuff spherical rod 
ends and mounts, F-O-A 16-in-travel coilovers and 
4-in-travel bumpstops/four-link, RuffStuff spherical 
rod ends and mounts, F-O-A 16-in-travel coilovers 
and 4-in-travel bumpstops, Grayfab Top Flat, Currie 
Antirock sway bar 

Axles (f/r): 2y2-ton Rockwell, factory locker, Ouver- 
son Violator axleshafts, Flolden On Motorsports disc 
brakes/2y2-ton Rockwell, factory locker, Ouverson Vio- 
lator axleshafts, pinion brake, DIY4X covers 

Axle ratio: 6.72:1 

Wheels: 20x12 Stazworks double beadlock 

Tires: 19.5/54-20LT Mickey Thompson Baja ClawTTC 


Kimberly’s 

GMC 


oil. The front axle has Holden On Motorsports 
disc brakes, the factory locker, and PSC hydraulic 
steering, while the rear axle uses a pinion brake 
and a spool. The four-link suspension system 
includes RuffStuff spherical rod ends and mounts, 
F-O-A 16-inch-travel coilovers, and F-O-A 4-inch- 
travel bumpstops. An AMSOIL-lubed NP203/205 
T-case setup with 32-spline outputs splits power 
to the axles, and it’s carried by custom drive- 
shafts. The driveshafts are painted yellow because 
“all badass trucks have yellow drivelines.” 


3. Under the hood is a propane-fueled 454ci ^ 

V-8 that is said to produce a “couple hundred... . i 

maybe” horsepower. The engine has dual exhaust i ^ 

with Flowmaster mufflers, a MSD Street Fire 
distributor, Accel plug wires, and AMSOIL lube. k 

Fuel is drawn from a pair of 8-gallon forklift ~ X 

propane tanks. The engine is cooled by the stock If 

radiator with custom shroud and a pair of electric ' V 

fans. Helping to generate amperage is a pair of i 

900-cca truck batteries. Bolted to the big-block i 

engine is a TH400 transmission with shift kit and i ^ 

AMSOIL fluid. 


D oes this truck look famil- 
iar? It should because it 
has appeared at Top Truck 
twice previously. The first 
time was in 2010 when 
Jason Gray drove it to a win 
in the Truck Class, and the 
second time was when Jason 
drove it in the 2012 Top 
Truck Champions Challenge. 
This year, Jason’s wife, Kim- 
berly, takes the wheel of the 
rig with Jason as spotter. 


1. All of the rig’s body 
mounts were relocated 3 
inches higher on the chassis, 
and from the firewall forward 
is a custom tube chassis. 

The front and rear of the 
body has been narrowed, the 
fender openings enlarged, 
and a pair of square-tube 
rock sliders are welded to 
the cab floor. The truck rolls 
on 54-inch Mickey Thompson Baja Claw TTCs 
mounted to Stazworks double beadlock wheels. 
Other exterior features include custom tube doors 
by Grayfab, front-mounted Warn 9.5ti winch, and 
a rear-mounted Warn 3,000-pound winch with 
VooDoo winch rope. Inside is a pair of Ford Escort 
GT seats, a Grant steering wheel, and a collection 
of Auto Meter gauges. 

S. A pair of 2V2-ton Rockwell axles reside under 
the truck, and both are equipped with Ouverson 
Violator axleshafts and filled with AMSOIL gear 
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Driver name/city: Jeremy Brown/Sherwood, Oregon 
Occupation: Concrete technician 

Vehicle model: 72 Chevy Blazer 
Engine: CM 454ci V-8 

Transmission: SM465 
Transfer case(s): NP205 

Suspension (f/r): Leaf springs, shocks/leaf springs, 
shocks, Grayfab anti-wrap bar 
Axles (f/r): Dana 60, Yukon chromoly axleshafts, Yu- 
kon Super Joints, Yukon drive flanges. Redneck Ram 
hydro-assist, JH Offroad high-steer arm, Reid Racing 
knuckles and Cs, Yukon spool, RuffStuff diff cover/14- 
bolt, Yukon chromoly axles. Revolution Gear & Axle 
spool, Grayfab disc brakes and anti-wrap bar. Ballistic 
Fabrication pinion yoke guard, RuffStuff diff cover 
Axle ratio: 5.38:1 

Wheels: 16.5x8.5 Why Not Customs Hummer bead- 

lock w/Rogue Fabrication center 

Tires: 17/47-16. 5LT Interco Super Swamper LTB 


Jeremy Speaks 

Most looking forward to: “Tank Trap. I really want to cross that finish line.” 

Not looking forward to: “Tow Test. That’s a heavy truck to pull, and I don’t wanna break before the 
Frame Twister.” 

One thing you should know: “Every time I go to Hollister I get poison oak really bad. Sucks, but it’s 
worth the itching to be at TTC. And earthquakes are more fun when you’re drunk. As for the sub- 
merged engine? S***lbuffout.” 
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1. The front and rear body of Jeremy’s Blazer has I 

been narrowed, and there are custom rock sliders ^ 

and larger wheel openings for the big 47-inch tires 

that are mounted to Why Not Customs Hummer j 

beadlocks with Rogue Fabrication centers. Up front 

is a Dan Keller winch bumper that mounts a Warn 

8274 winch with VooDoo winch rope. The rig has ^ 

a massive custom ’cage, and the interior includes | 

a pair of race seats with safety harnesses, as well i 

as an aftermarket steering wheel, custom Alex 

Sanders TTC shift knob, and a pair of rear-mounted j 

propane tanks. ; 

S. Under the hood is a propane-fired 454ci big- 
block that Jeremy says has stock internals. The 
engine has a Muffler Works exhaust, and the ’plant 
is cooled by a front-mounted radiator with electric 
fan. Bolted to the engine is a Dan’s Gears SM465 
four-speed manual transmission. - 

3. The Dana 60 front axle includes Yukon chromoly 

’shafts. Super Joints, a spool, and drive flanges. < 

The axle is also fit with Revolution Gear & Axle 

5.38 gears, a RuffStuff diff cover, and Reid Racing ' 

knuckles and Cs. Out back is a 14-bolt axle that 

includes Yukon chromoly axles, a Revolution spool ^ 

and 5.38 gears. Ballistic Fabrication pinion yoke 

guard, Grayfab anti-wrap bar and disc brakes, and 

a RuffStuff diff cover. The hydro-assist steering 

system utilizes Redneck Ram and JH Offroad 

components. Both axles are fed by homemade 

driveshafts that use Tom Wood’s Super-Flex joints. ' 

The Offroad Design-sourced NP205 T-case has 

a 32-spline conversion, and it’s controlled by JB 

Custom Fabrication cable shifters. The front and ; 

rear suspension system is a simple leaf-spring setup 

with shocks. ^ 
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Jeremy’s Blazer 

J eremy Brown has a history with Top Truck Challenge. He has been on the recovery crew and has 
been trying to get voted in as a competitor. This year, you gave him his wish. He’s coming to Hollister 
with his big-block-powered Blazer, and it’s sporting some upgrades since you gave him the thumbs-up. 
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steel or Spydura 
synthetic rope. 
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WARN ENGINEERED. TESTED TD THE EXTREME. 


The WARN* VR may be an affordable entrylevel winch, but it's 
built to help you make a quick exit from tough situations. Bolt 
one to your bumper now, and it’s your’s for the long run. After 
all, it’s backed by the most trusted name in off-roading: WARN. 

Get one today at your WARN Authorized Dealer, 
or learn more at warn.com 
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Mike Speaks 

Most looking forward to: ‘Tm looking forward to the Mud Pit so I can spray the NOS on the 555ci 
Dart BBC. It looks like it has been a very dry year in California, so I’m taking a guess that with the 
lack of water the Mud Pit is not going to happen, so I have to go with the Mini Rubicon. ” 

Not looking forward to: “Most definitely the logs on the Frame Twister! The past TTC event I watched 
the logs literally end the TTC event for some competitors and tear their rigs apart. ” 

One thing you should know: “I’m out to have fun, but I do have a competitive side as all of us com- 
petitors will. Most importantly, it is the relationships and friends you meet on every journey that is 
important. I have never raced Thumper or been in a competition with Thumper so this will be all 
new to me. I will not let down the people that voted for me so Thumper will get driven hard, and if 
it breaks, I guess we will have to fix it! This will be an event my twin brother Robert and I will always 
remember, no matter what happens, and I am happy to be able to bring him along for the ride even 
though he is a Ford guy!” 


Mike’s Blazer 


Out back is a 14-bolt axle that includes RCV axle- 
shafts, chromoly pinion yoke, TMR 14 Shave Kit, 
5.13:1 gears, AMSOIL gear oil, and disc brakes with 
CNC cutting brakes. The three-link front suspen- 
sion includes King 14-inch-travel remote-reservoir 
coilovers and bumpstops. The four-link rear suspen- 
sion includes 16-inch-travel King coilover shocks 
and bumpstops. A LoMax 205 3:1 T-case and 


Driver name/city: Mike Jaskolski/Laramie, Wyoming ^ 

Occupation: Oiifieid consuitant K 

Vehicle model: 76 Chevy Biazer rJ 

Engine: GM 555ci V-8 

Transmission: TH400 .U 

Transfer case(s): NP203/205 Offroad Design Doubier, S 
J B Conversions LoMax 205 3:1 [) 

Suspension (f/r): Custom three-iink, Summit Machine |y 
aiuminum iower iinks, 14-in-travei King remote-reser- -O, 
voir coiiover shocks. King bumpstops/custom four-iink, ^ 
Summit Machine aiuminum iower iinks, 16-in-travei w 

King remote-reservoir coiiover shocks. King bumpstops ^ 
Axles (f/r): Dana 60, Jantz Engineering Jana 76 Q 

kit, RCV axieshafts, ARB Air Locker, PSC hydrauiic S 
steering/14-boit, TMR 14 Shave Kit, RVC axieshafts, Q 

ARB Air Locker, disc brakes n 

Axle ratio: 5.13:1 W 

Wheels: 16x12 Stazworks doubie beadiock j 

Tires: 47x21-16LT Pitbuii Growier jji 
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1 . The front and rear of the Blazer has 
been narrowed, the rocker panels have 
been raised to improve ground clear- 
ance, the frame has been shortened, 
and the wheelbase extended to 116.5 
inches. There’s Offroad Design tube 
doors, a custom front bumper, a Warn 
12,500-pound winch with VooDoo 
winch rope, video cameras front and 
rear, six forward-facing HID lights, a 
50-inch LED lightbar, and four Rigid 
LED rock lights. The rig rolls on 47- 
inch tires on 12-inch-wide Stazworks 
double beadiock wheels. Interior mods 
include four seats, a Grant steering wheel, custom 
dash. Auto Meter gauges, and a custom 10-point 
rollcage. 


S. Up front is a Dana 60 axle that includes a Dana 
70 ring-and-pinion, RCV axieshafts and drive 
flanges, chromoly pinion yoke, 5.13:1 gears, ARB 
Air Locker, AMSOIL gear oil, and PSC steering ram. 


S ince you last saw Mike Jaskolski’s 
’76 Chevy Blazer, one of the 
things he has done is to increase 
the tire size from 44 inches to 
47 inches. Add this to the truck’s 
impressive list of equipment and it 
looks as though Mike is ready for 
Top Truck’s seven nasty events. FI is 
10-year build is about to go head-to- 
head with some serious terrain. 




AMSOIL-filled Offroad Design NP203/205 Doubler 
sends power to the Tom Wood’s driveshafts. 

3 . Mike says the Holley-injected 555ci big-block 
Chevy engine produces 703 hp at the tires. Engine 
highlights include a Dart Big M block, aluminum 
heads, a 400hp nitrous system, and AMSOIL lube. 
Fuel is drawn from a 20-gallon Aeromotive fuel cell 
and custom 16-gallon reserve fuel tanks. Electrical 
needs are met in part by a 240-amp alternator 
and a pair of Optima RedTop batteries. The engine 
is cooled via a custom large radiator with electric 
fans. Power is sent to a built TH400 transmission 
that’s filled with AMSOIL fluid. 







mounted to Stazworks double 
beadlock wheels. Inside the truck 
you’ll find everything mostly stock 
with the exception of a rollcage 
fashioned from 1%-inch DOM, 
Sony Xplod head unit, “$5 6x9” 
speakers, and a collection of 
gauges that Jake says are “all dif- 
ferent brands, all cheap junk.” 


S. Under the hood is a Toyota 
Supra-sourced 3.0L 7M-GTE 
turbocharged six-cylinder engine. 
Jake says it generates 300 hp 
at 5,600 rpm and 300 Ib-ft of 
torque at 4,000 rpm. It has a 
divorced 3-inch-diameter down- 
pipe and AMSOIL lube, and it is 
cooled by a bed-mounted radiator 
with 16- and 12-inch Flex-a- 
lite electric fans and AMSOIL 
Dominator Coolant Boost. A pair 
of rear-mounted Interstate bat- 
teries helps to generate electrical 
power. Mated to the engine is 
an AMSOIL-lubed R154/R150 
hybrid Toyota transmission. 


Jake’s Toyota 

J ake Brazier’s '86 Toyota pickup is the small- 
est rig with the smallest engine in the 2015 
lineup of TTC competitors. That being said, Jake 
has lots of experience behind the wheel of his 
budget-built rig and knows the truck inside and 
out. Judging by the big-air photo he sent in with 
his entry form, we could be in for quite a show. 


1 . Jake says the metal work on the exterior of his 
Toyota was courtesy of trees and the tires hitting 
the body. Other exterior mods include a 1-inch body 
lift, “homemade junk” front bumper, Trail-Gear rock 
sliders, box tubing rear bumper, cowl hood with 
mind-game 350ci logo, rollbar, five “cheap, junky” 
auxiliary lights, a front-mounted 10,000-pound 
Smittybilt winch with VooDoo winch rope, and a 
rear-mounted 10,000-pound Superwinch winch. 
Putting power to the ground is a set of 44-inch tires 


3. The front axle is a Dodge Dana 
60 and has RCV axleshafts, a 

D spool, 7.17:1 gears, AMSOIL gear 
oil, and PSC hydraulic steering. 
The axle’s internals are turned by 
a square-tube front driveshaft. Out back is a Dodge 
Dana 70U axle and it has 7.17:1 gears, welded 
spider gears, AMSOIL gear oil, and %-ton Chevy 
rear brakes. The rear axle’s internals are turned 
by a modified ’98 Toyota CV driveshaft. Power is 
sent to the axles via a twin T-case setup consisting 
of dual Toyota transfer cases filled with AMSOIL 
fluid. Leaf springs and Bilstein shocks comprise the 
suspension. Note the creative use of old, retired 
road signs. 


BmBEFMfUi 


Driver name/city: Jake Brazier/Choiceland, 

Saskatchewan, Canada 

Occupation: Automotive service technician 

Vehicle model: ’86 Toyota pickup 

Engine: Toyota 7M-GTE turbocharged 1-6 

Transmission: R154/R150 hybrid 

Transfer case(s): Dual Toyota 

Suspension (f/r): Leaf, Bilstein shocks/leaf, Bilstein 

shocks 

Axles (f/r): Dana 60, spool/Dana 70U, welded spiders 
disc brakes 

Axle ratio: 7.17:1 

Wheels: 15x10 Stazworks double beadlock 
Tires: 18.50/44-15LT Interco Super Swamper TSL 


Jake Speaks 


Most looking forward to: “The Frame Twister. I’m interested in how the old blue truck will handle the logs. 

Not looking forward to: “The Tow Test. ” 

One thing you should know: “I like to smash stuff.” 
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SUPERSTARS 


Jason’s 

Blazer 


W ith massive cubes under 
the hood, massive axles 
under the rig, and massive tires 
mounted to the wheels, Jason 
Moon’s huge '91 Chevy Blazer 
looks to be a major player in this 
year’s Top Truck Challenge. Soon, 
you’ll see the rig in action and 
find out how he and his rig fared. 

1. The first thing you probably 
notice about Jason’s Blazer is 
the extended wheelbase and the 
hefty body mods. The huge 54s on 
Stazworks double beadlock wheels 
also stand out, as does the incred- 
ible tube work. That tube work was 
done by Jason’s company, Moon 
Benders Fab. The exterior also 
includes a Warn Zeon 12 Platinum 
winch and Rigid Industries lighting. 

The rig’s interior features include U 

PRP custom embroidered seats 

and a collection of Auto Meter gauges. 

2. Both of the 2V2-ton Rockwell axles are locked, 
have Wilwood pinion brakes, and PSC hydraulic 
steering. The axles internals are turned via High 
Angle Driveline-sourced chromoly driveshafts that in- 
clude 1480 U-joints. The very well protected Offroad 
Design NP203/205 Doubler T-case setup splits 


power to the ’shafts. The suspension includes a 
four-link system, 18-inch-travel King coilover shocks, 
limit straps, and a Plan B Fab rear antiroll bar. 

3. Under the hood is a ground-pounding 632ci V-8 
that is reported to generate 800 hp at 5,800 rpm 
and 800 Ib-ft of torque at 4,400 rpm. Some of its 
features include JE pistons. Sonny Leonard heads. 


Jason Speaks 


Most looking forward to:“The Tank Trap. It seems to be a challenge for many competitors, and I feel 
it will be one of our strong points.” 

Not looking forward to: “The Coal Chute. It is better suited for short wheelbase vehicles, and that’s 
not the case with the Blazer.” 

One thing you should know: “I’m flat broke now, and by broke I mean $3 in my account. But I have a 
badass Blazer, so watch me do a burnout!” 
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Comp Cams camshaft, a Jesel valvetrain, FAST fuel 
injection, and Hooker Super Comp headers. The 
engine draws fuel from a Jaz fuel cell and is cooled ■ 

by a Be Cool radiator. Electrical demands are met 
in part by a custom wiring harness and a pair of 
Optima batteries. Power is routed through a heavily * 

modified Coan Racing TH400 transmission that is 
cooled by an aftermarket cooler. a 


mmamus 


Driver name/city: Jason Moon/White City, Oregon 
Occupation: Commercial fisherman 
Vehicle model: ’91 Chevy Blazer 
Engine: GM 632ci V-8 

Transmission: TH400 

Transfer case(s): NP203/205 Offroad Design Doubler 

Suspension (f/r): Four-link, King 18-in-travel coilovers, 

limit straps/four-link. King 18-in-travel coilovers, limit 

straps, Plan B Fab antiroll bar 

Axles (f/r): 2’/2-ton Rockwell, spool, PSC hydraulic 

steering/2y2-ton Rockwell, spool, PSC hydraulic 

steering 

Axle ratio: 6.72:1 

Wheels: 20x14 Stazworks double beadlock 
Tires: 19.5/54-20 Interco Super Swamper TSL 
Bogger Hill 
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ef' 38,000 lbs breaking strength 
cT Stretches up to 38% 

^ 2 year warranty OMBl 
















reservoir 


BIlBTEIKi 


Owner rebuildable 




Learn More 


FEEL THE 


ERIES 


For custom off-road fitments 

I 

Available in 60mm (2.65”) and 
46mm (2”) monotube designs for 
consistent, fade-free performance 

Threaded body with dual-rate 
coilover hardware and remote 


DIFFERENCE 


LEAVE NO TRAIL UNTRAVELED. 
From your daily commute to your off-road adventures, 
BILSTEIN Shock Absorbers will deliver unmatched performance. 
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CHEVY 

GMC 


92014-Z01S1SOOPU4WD 
T Frcitt l«v« \ing Strut Spacers J&4,95 

1S~ ComplH€ Kit w/lipper Arms $493.95 

bJ€fr Complete Kit w/M2 Rear Shocks $1 199.95 

■ 2007 201 3 1 500 PU / SUV 4WD 
2" From Lev«ling Strut Spacers $64.95 

3,5" Complete Kit w/Upp<f Arms $479.95 

4J5" Combo Kit-3.5" Susp/1 J!5" Body $549.95 

5" Complete Kit w/N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 

6" Compl ete Kit w/N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 

7,5' Compl ete Kit w7N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 


m 201 1 201 5 25Q0HD PU 4WD 

1,5 2" front Ucve ling Torsion Keys $119.95 

S' y 7.5' Compl ete Kit w/2.0 Shocks $ 1 399.95 




M 2009-2015 1500 Ram PU 4WD 


2,5' Front Leveling Kit $12995 

3.75' Combo Kit [2.5' Susp/1 .25' Body)* $249.95 
4' Complete Kit w/2.2 Rear Shocks 1 1249.95 

6" Comp 1 ete Kit w/2.2 Rear Shocks $ 1 399.9S 


m 2014-2015 7500 Ram PU 4WD 

2.5' Front Leveling Coll Spacers $99.9S 

5' Complete Kit w/Radlus Arms $999,95 


a 2003 2013 2500/2003-2012 3500 Ram 4WD 
2' Front Leveling Colls $1 79,95 

2,5' From Leveling Spacers $99,95 

S" Corrplete Kit w/2.0 Shocks $699.95 

5' X Series Kh wMdj Arms & Shocla $099.95 

5" Long Arm Kit w/2.0 Shocks $1299.95 



» 2015 F 150 4WO 

2.5" Front Leveling Strut Ext $39.95 

4' Complete Kit lEM $1239,95 

S' Complete Kit P?T^ $1299.95 

6* Complete Kit $1299 95 

M 2009 2014 F I 50 4WD 

2.5' Front Leveling Stmt Extensions $99.95 


MEW uaw piiicf t 


NEW LOW PRICE! 


a 2005 2015 F 250 Super Duty 4WD 
3" Complete Kit w/Front Spacers I379.9S 

3- Series II PQt w/Coil springs $499,95 

4,5' Complete Kit w/ZO Shoda $ E49. 95 

6' Radius Arm Drop Kit w/Shocks $799.95 

6' 4-ynk Radius Arm Kit w/5tiocks $1299.95 



2,5' 

Coil Spacer KJt 


$133.95 

0,75" 

Leveling Spacers 


$39.95 

1.5- 

Coil Spacer Kit 

$243.95 

2,5" 

Coils w/shock relocation 


$243,95 

1,5" 

Coil Spacer Kit 


$199,95 

3" 

Colls W/N2.0 Shocks 

$255.95 

2,5- 

Coils w/Perf. 2,2 shocks 

f3M.95 

1323,95 

2- 

Coil Spacer Kit 

*133.95 

1109,95 

3" 

Series U Kit W/M2.0 Shocks 

$345,95 

3jS' 

Coils w/Perf. 2.2 shoda 


$393.95 

2.S- 

X-series KH w/X-Flex arms 


$949.35 

4,5' 

Complete Kit w/N2hO ** 35.35 

$459^5 

3,S* 

Complete Kit w/N2.0 


$493.95 

3.25* 

Coils W/N2.0 shocks 

U33.9S 

$369.95 

4.5' 

X-series Kit w/X- Flex arms 132.0* 

$823.95 

3,75" 

2,5* susp, / 1,25" body {Auto) 

$413,95 

3,75" 

2"susp,/1J5"body 

*423.95 

$389.95 

6.5' 

X-serles Kit w/X- Flex arms N2.0* 

1893,95 

4" 

Complete Kit w/shocks 

*$7$.B5 

. ' $439.95 

4- 

Complete Kit w/NZO 

*543.95 

$499.95 

4.5* 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1239,95 

4" 

X-series Kit 


$1133.95 

4- 

X-series KH w/X-Fiex arms 


$399.35 

4,5' 

Long Arm Suspension* 

$1399,95 

6" 

X-series Kit 


$1333.95 

6' 

X series Kh w/X-Flex arms 


S1049.3S 

6.5' 

Long Arm Suspension* 

$1449.95 

476" 

Long Arm Upgrade Klt*^ 


$1133.35 

2,5" 

Long Arm Suspension 


$1499,95 

^Includes new rear leaf Sfiiln|s 


4" 

Long Arm Suspension* 


$1933,95 

4" 

Long Arm Suspension 


$1599.95 




6" 

Long Arm Suspension* 


$ZD93.95 

6" 

Long Arm Suspension 


$1649.95 








m 2004-2015 Titan 4WD 
2" Front Leveling Strut Exrensloivs $99.95 

3* From Leveling Kit w/Upper Arms $349,95 

4' Complete Kit $999.95 

6' Complete Krt ESXSX^S *999.95 


a 1393-1398 ZJ Grand Cherokee 

1,5' Coll Spacer Kit w/Shocks 

$205.95 

3.5' 

Complete Ktt w/N2,0 Shocks 

$393.95 

4" 

Series H Kit w/arms & Shocks 

$533.95 

4" 

X-series Kit w/X Flex arms - N2,3 

$779,95 

4" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1439.95 


a 2005 2014 Frontier / Xterra 4WD 


1.5- 

Rear Uft Shackles 

$64,95 

2.5- 

Front Leveling Strut Extensions 

199.95 

2J- 

Complete KH 

$143.95 


a 1986,5-1397 D21 Hardbgdy PU 4WD 
1 .5-r Complete KH w/Upper Arms $339, 95 


a 1999-2006 Tundra 4WD 

2,5" Level Ing Lift Kit w/r ear blocks $269.95 

a 2005-2015 Tacoma 4WD 
3" Leveling Lift KRw/rear blocks $249.95 

4" Complete Kit w/Z.O Rear Shocks $999.95 

6' Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks $999.95 


m 1399-2004 WJ Grand Cherokee 
2" Cotl Spacer Kit W/N2.0 Shock! $249.95 

4" Complete Kit w/Perf 2.2 Shocks $543,95 

4- X series w/X FIex Arms *733.95 $743.95 

4" Long Arm Suspension $1433,95 


NISSAN 


TOYOTA 


m 2007 2015 Tundra 4WD 

2.5 3" Front Leveling Kit $129.95 

2.5 r Leveling Lift Kit w/rear blocks $169,95 

4.5' Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks $1 249.95 
6' Complete Kit w/2,0 Rear Shocks $ 1 299,95 
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LED UGHTING 8 MOUNTS -COMMAND THE DARK 



Single 3ir LED Grille Ktt S314.^S Hidden Bumper Mounts $S9.9S Upper Windshield Mounts stirtlrv^ «t: $S9.95 

Dual 3(r Crec LED Grille Kit $sm9S SIngjIe Row SfT Cree LED Bar $289.95 StT/M' Cree LED Bars Airting it $449.95 






ir ^uin Cth LEOl (pair] 

T Squirt Flush Mot Cret LECH (pilr}$89.9S 
4- Round L£Di (pair} fS9.9S 


Itr Straight Duil Row Cth LED SZ19.95 
ar Striighi Siniit Row Cree LED SZRS JS 
30* Straight Diul Row Cm LED 1299.95 


50* Straight Slngl* Bow Cm LED 1449.95 
50* Straight Doil Row Crte LED M99.95 


4tr Cunnd Dull Row Croc LED t429.9S 
50* Curved Dual Row Cree UD $549.95 
S4' Curved Dual Row Cree LED SS79.9S 


NERF STEPS - EASIER ACCESS TO YOUR TRUCK 



WHEEL TO WHEEL 8 CAB LENGTH AVAILABLE 

STARTING AT: $319,951 


Drop step design 

Solid one-piece construction 

Helps h\6t expased frame 


* Protection from road debris 
-Corrosion resistant 

• 3-year limited warranty 



Smooth or Simulated Rivets 
Factory qua 11^ & appearance 
Easily pal ntable 

* UV Protected to prevent fading 
< S Year Limited Warranty 

STARTING AT: $299.96 


BEO/TONNEAU COVERS 


« Soft or Hard Folding options 
- Trf-fbid design 

* No tools required 

* Aiuminmn frarrw 

son: $249.95 
HARO: $699.95 



ELECTRIC WINCHES 





9500LB tSTEEU S299 9S 
9S00LB [STHTHETIC] $449 96 
1200019 [STEEU $300.06 
1200DLB [SYNTHETICl $549.96 

ML IrKlude FREE Wireless Remote 



« 3 inch diameter tube 

- Front end protection 

• Corrosion resistant 

• Pre drilled holes for lighting 

- 5-year Limited Warranty 

STARTING AT: $149.95 


I., ! 


FOR YOUR SHOPPING NEEDS 


7AM* 10PM Mon-Thurs 

TAM -7 PM Friday 

M wm n ua M> teiu nw tcsn 


8AM* 5PM Saiufddy 
Closed Sunday 


800 - 222-7023 
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Carrying on the torch 
of the 4Runner legacy 


By All Mansour editor@fourwheeler.com Photography: Ali Mansour 


L aunched in 1984, the toydta 4runner continues to have one of 

the biggest enthusiast followings to date. Originally offered 
with a removable hard top, solid front and rear axles, and two 
doors, the 4Runner was the one of the best off-road-ready 
platforms of its time. Despite the rugged SUVs early success, the 
much- desired solid front axle was discarded in favor of IFS for the 
’86 model year. While the 4Runner remains a staple in the off-road 
world, enthusiasts have been looking to recreate the magic of the 
early platform for decades with the late-model offerings. 

Casey McGoun’s ’98 Toyota 4Runner is a perfect example of 
combining this off-road legacy platform with modern wares. We 
first ran across McGoun’s 4Runner at East Coast Gear Supply in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, where the then 20-something employee 
was working part-time in the shipping department. Like many of us 
have done, the full-time college student had been picking away at 
his 4Runner between school and work. 

Over the years, McGoun had taken advantage of the 4Runner’s 
ever-growing aftermarket support and created a wheeler that could 
easily remain reliable for his commuting needs. Once his wheeling 
progressed to even harder terrain, McGoun made the smart deci- 
sion of removing the independent front suspension in favor of a 
more durable solid front axle. While there are a few conversion kits 
offered in the aftermarket, McGoun (along with the help of some 
friends) decided to build a custom kit. 

Using coilover shocks, along with a radius control-arm link sus- 
pension, McGoun was able to create a rig that could handle all of 
his needs. We got a chance to catch up with him and his 4Runner 
at the Flats Off-Road Park in Marion, North Carolina. McGoun 
was even nice enough to tote us around while our rig was disabled. 
Experiencing how well the rig performs both on- and off-road got 
us itching to build something similar! We’re definitely fans and glad 
to see another example of the 4Runner torch being carried in such 
a solid way. 
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1. A large undertaking for any experience level, 
McGoun removed the often problematic indepen- 
dent front suspension in favor of a more robust 
solid axle. The 60-inch WMS Dana 44 frontend was 
sourced from a Jeep Wagoneer. Inside, it’s packed 
with an ARB Air Locker, 4.88 gears, and a set of 
chromoly axleshafts. Providing lift is a set of 2^2- 
inch, 12-inch-travel Sway-A-Way coilover shocks. 
PAC springs with a primary rate of 200 in-lb and 
secondary rate of 300 in-lb provide the supple ride 
and performance. 


S. To complete the custom steering setup, McGoun 
used Trail-Gear frame plates and steering box 
mount, in addition to notching out the frame so the 
flat pitman arm would clear. A Crane steering arm 
works with the Reid Racing steering knuckles to 
provide plenty of clearance for the 1.5-inch, 0.250- 
wall DOM steering links. To make the steering 
movement easier off-road, a tapped steering gear- 
box was purchased from Trail-Gear and plumbed to 
a 6-inch-stroke hydraulic-assist ram. 


3. To improve the approach angle and increase 
nose protection, an Addicted Offroad front bumper 
was installed. The high-clearance setup holds a 
Smittybilt 8,000-pound winch, and tucked just 
behind the grill is a Derale power steering cooler. 
The radius arm setup provides plenty of articula- 
tion for the rig, so much so that McGoun decided 
to restrain the downwards travel with a set of limit 
straps from Trail-Gear. 



50 NOVEMBER 2D15 FOUR WHEELER 


fourwheeler.com 



TIRER^IC 

.com% 





SHOP BY VEHICLE OR TALK TO AN EXPERT 


Fun Country 


LTXA/T2 


Destination A/T 


Scorpion ATR 


Grabber AT2 


]r>mCHAMA 

Geolandar 
M/T Plus 


HAfOGECTWIE 
Dueler A/T 
Revo 2 


kumhotire' 

Road Venture 
MT KL71 


' fir ' 

. All Terrain 

T/A K02 

I 


Wrangler 

SilentArmor 


Mud-Terrain T/A 
KM2 


kumhotire' 

Road Venture 
AT51 



Y7 is aa 

black with mLiled accent i 

n ? ' ' 


led accent 



WORK 808 Beast II 

18 20 


Walker Evans 501 Legend 
15 16 17 


Method Hole 
15 16 17 18 


Dick Cepek Matrix American Racing AR910 
17 18 20 17 18 20 


Granite Alloy GV8 
17 18 



Black Rock 997 Type 8 Steel KMC XD XD128 
17 16 17 18 20 


KMC XDXD823 Trap 

18 20 22 


KMCXDXD811 Rockstarll 

18 20 22 


Moto Metal M0975 
17 18 20 


MAMBA Ml 7 

16 17 18 20 



©2015 Tire Rack 


OOOO© 888-981-3957 


M-F 8am-8pm EST 
SAT 9am-4pm EST 








5. A TRD boost gauge, Innovative Motorsports Air/ 
Fuel display, and UltraGauge OBD-II interface 
offer extra insight into the 4Runners performance. 
While the Toyota’s transfer case was kept stock, 
the A340F automatic transmission did get an IPT 
valvebody upgrade and accumulator springs, along 
with a TRD cooler that’s fit with its own electric fan. 
For you astute 4Runner enthusiasts, you may notice 
that a nicer steering wheel was swapped in from a 
’99 model. 


6. McGoun might be a college-aged wheeler, but 
he’s got plenty of wheeling experience. Since 
there’s no trailer for this daily driver, he totes the 
spare parts and tools he needs to keep it going. The 
fancy ARB fridge/freeze is also a handy upgrade 
for those long weekends camping in the Carolina 
mountains. 


A fresh set of 4.88 gears, along with a Toyota 
E-Locker, provides the go force for the 35-inch-tall 
Goodyear MT/Rs. Since when we shot the feature, 
McGoun has added wheel spacers to help increase 
stability and provide the extra bit of component 
clearance he needed. Old Man Emu 850J coils 
work with OME 12-inch-travei shocks to give the 
SUV around 6 inches of lift. McGoun was really 
hoping to have the rig around 3 inches lower, which 
we think explains why his buddies call him Casey 
3-inch, or C3 for short. 


7. This generation 4Runner has plenty of rear 
overhang from the factory. To offer more protection, 
a CBI Offroad rear bumper with a tire carrier was 
installed. This setup makes it easy to still access 
the cargo area, while doing a fine job of holding the 
spare 315/75R16 Goodyear MT/R. 

8. Under the hood, the 4Runner’s 3.4L V-6 engine 
gets a bump in power thanks to a TRD super- 
charger. A Split Second piggyback ECU works with 
a URD 7th injector kit to allow the 5VZ-FE series 
engine to breath correctly. Freeing up even more 
flow is a set of OBX headers and TRD after-cat 
exhaust. 


mHTasuiHCE 


GENERAL 

Vehicle: '98 Toyota 4Runner 

Owner: Casey McGoun 

Stomping grounds: Raleigh, North Carolina 

Build Time: 2 Years 

DRIUETRAIN 

Engine: 3.4L, V-6, TRD Supercharger 
Transmission: A340F automatic 

Transfer case(s): Stock 
Low range ratio(s): 2.56:1 
Crawl ratio(s): 34.98:1 

Front axle/differential: Dana 44, Yukon hubs, chro- 
moly axleshafts/ARB Air Locker, 4.88 gears 
Rear axle/differential: Toyota 8-in/TRD E-Locker, 

4.88 gears 

SUSPENSION 

Front: Custom 2-in, 0.250-wall radius arms. Ballistic 
Fab joints; 2y2-in, 12-in-travel Sway-A-Way coilovers; 
PAC 200/300 springs 

Rear: Custom control arms, Old Man Emu 850J 
springs. Old Man Emu 12-in-travel shocks 
Steering: Trail -Gear-tapped Toyota gearbox, Reid 
Racing knuckles. Crane high-steer arm, 2x6-in hydro- 
assist ram 

TIRES/WHEELS 

Tires: 16x8 SCS F5 Alloy 

Wheels: 315/75R16 Goodyear MT/R 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Armor: Addicted Offroad front bumper, CBI rear bum- 
per/tire carrier, Stubbs Welding FID-SKO sliders, modi- 
fied first-gen 4Runner interior rollbar 
Cool Stuff: Satoshi grille, ARB 50qt. Fridge/Freeze, 
Smittybilt winch, Oliver’s Custom Drive Shafts Hill 
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BY JIM ALLEN EDITORfaiFOURWHEELER.COM PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM ALLEN COLLECTION 
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The 77 Rancher Special’s list price was $5,557.50. This one has only 
two options: a rear seat for $160 and the top for $322 ($336 with the 
sunroof). The color is Winter White (paint code 9219). It was built on ' 
June 9, 1977, and shipped to Dow Hammond International Truck in 
Modesto, California. Its life from there is unclear, though likely related 
to farming. Jeff Ismail found the Scout on Craigslist in December ^ 

2013, bought it, started the restoration in the last week of March 

2014, and finished it near the end of July 2014. . \ /vjk 


BACKWARD GLANCES 

1977 Scout SSII Rancher Special 


T he international harvester (ih) scout 

is 4x4 icon, but it struggled to maintain 
market share, especially in its last few 
years of production. That had less to do 
with the vehicle and more to do with Interna- 
tional’s business model. We’ll save that discus- 
sion for the financial gurus on cable news. In 
the growing 4x4 market. Scout’s biggest mar- 
keting problem was perpetually being on the 
edges of the sales mainstream in a market that 
was growing exponentially. Yeah, they adver- 
tised, but you generally didn’t go down Main 
Street to kick the tires on Scouts like you did 
Chevys, Fords, Dodges or Jeeps. You went 
to the industrial district or a tractor dealer on 
the outskirts of town, neither being places the 
average mainstream buyer frequented. 

The marketing folks at the division knew 
the mainstream game but found it hard work 
getting execs more familiar with selling 
heavy-duty truck or farm equipment to play 
it the right way. That finally changed in 1976, 
when the company signed off on a marketing 
campaign built around a sporty new Scout 
II model then sponsoring four well-known 
NORRA desert racers to race them. They did 



OThe top and soft doors came from Whitco and were available in white or black. A non-opening sunroof 
was an option. Sometimes the tops were inslafl^ed by IN before shipment and sometimes by the dealer. 
Versus a Jeep or small Bronco, the Scout was roomier and stouter but larger, heavier, and less agile. 

Versus a Blazer, Ramcharger, or the later large Bronco, it was smaller and lighter and therefore a little 
more agile. The dealer list price of a base SSII was about $770 more than a base CJ-5 and $670 more 
than a base CJ-7. T 
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1977 SCOUT SSII RnUCHER SPECIAL 




well, too, but that’s another story. 

It isn’t clear who laid the egg of the idea, 
but the cornerstone was set in the latter part 
of 1975 with a concept rig Scout drawn up 
by IH stylist Dick Hatch. Initially called the 
Mountaineer, Hatch penned a Scout II without 
roof or doors, added a roll bar, a stylish new 
grille, and plastic door inserts. As it evolved, 
so did the name, and Scout Side Kick (SSK) 
became the working name as the prototype 
was developed. Eventually, to avoid problems 
with Mercedes (there was once a Mercedes 
SSK), Larry Ehlers and Howard Fletcher at 
IH brainstormed the name Super Scout, which 

ONot even a 
radio! The uphol 
stery color, what 
little upholstery 
there is, was 
called Tanbark. 

Floor mats were 
optional, and 
this one wasn’t 
ordered with 
them. Note the 
snapped-on 
covers over the 
defroster vents. 

These were to 
prevent a dust 
storm when the 
defrosters were 
activated after 
off-roading. 


soon became abbreviated to SS and later SSII. 

The internal product news announcement 
came on December 22, 1976, but the SSII was 
introduced to dealers in January 1977 at Park- 
er, Arizona, with two of the sponsored Class 
3 Baja racers, Jimmy Jones and Frank How- 
arth, on hand to show what the SSII could do. 
The production SSIIs were very much like 
the concept. A base SSII listed at $5,168 and 
came with the 86hp, 196ci International four- 
cylinder, T-332 (Warner T-15D) three-speed 
manual, Dana 44s front and rear, street tires, 
and 4.09:1 axle ratios. The open body was 
standard with door inserts, rollbar, fuel tank 



Bmmuui 


Vehicle: 77 International Scout SSII 
Owner: Jeff Ismail 

Estimated value: $25,000 
Engine: 196ci OHV 1-4 (IH 4-196) 

Power (hp): 86 @ 3,800 
Torque (Ib-ft): 157 @ 2,200 
Bore & stroke (in): 4.135 x 3.656 
Comp, ratio: 8.02:1 

Transmission: 4-spd, IH T-427 (Warner T-19A) 
Transfer case: 2-spd IH TC-145 (Dana 20) 
Front axle: IH FA-44 (Dana 44) 

Rear axle: IH RA-18 (Dana 44) 

Axle ratio: 3.54:1 

Tires: H78-15 M&S (General Gripper 780) 

Wheelbase (in): 100 
GVW (lb): 6,200 
Curb weight (lb): 3,300 
Fuel capacity (gal): 19 
Min. grd. clearance (in): 7.6 
Approach angle (deg): 44 
Departure angle (deg): 22 



OThe SSII retained the normal 
Scout’s 6,200-pound GVW. The 
higher GVW was adopted to avoid 
the onset of catalytic converters for 
the ’76s, which the Scout did until 
the ’79s. Weighing in at only 3,300 
pounds, the Rancher Special cer- 
tainly had a lot of reserve carrying ca- 
pacity, certainly more than you could 
stuff in here. By the standards of the 
class, the Scout was much roomier 
than its primary Jeep competition. 

OOne thing for which Scouts were 
noted was a stout, fully boxed chas- 
sis. Dana 44s were standard front 
and rear and a Trac-Loc was optional 
in the rear for an additional $82. 

Earlier in Scout’s production, limited 
slips had been optional front and rear. 

The fuel tank skidplate was standard for the SSII 
but optional on the Scout II hardtops. Optional 
axle ratios cost $16.50. For ’77s, only 3.07, 3.54, 
and 4.09 were listed, depending on the engine and 
transmission combination. 



CiThe International 196ci slant-four was half a 
medium-duty 392ci V-8. In the ’77 it made a 
respectable 86 SAE net horsepower and could 
deliver fuel economy in the high teens. The slant- 
four was developed in 1960, inspired by Pontiac’s 
7rophy-4, which was half of a 389ci V-8. The IH 
fours were manufactured on the same tooling 
as the V-8 and used many of the same internal 
parts. In the original development, 133, 152, and 
173ci fours were considered (based on the 266, 
304, and 345ci V-8s introduced in 1959) and the 
152ci variant was chosen for the first-generation 
’61 Scout. When the 392ci V-8 debuted in 1966, 
the 196ci four was developed from it at the same 
time. It was an option over the 152ci to the end of 
1968, after which it became the standard Scout 
engine. The optional V-304A and V-345A V-8s 
came standard with dual exhaust. 

CInternational fa- 
vored a spring-under 
configuration. The bar 
connecting the front 
shackles is its version 
of a sway bar. It was 
effective and cheap 
and first appeared in 
the ’74s. The Dana 
44 front became 
standard in the Scout 
II for ’75 but had 
been optional since 
’72. This Scout has 
manual steering but a 
Saginaw power steer- 
ing setup was a $189 
option. 
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skidplate, two-speed transfer case (a single 
speed was normally standard in Scouts), 
power front disc brakes, and snapped-in 
defroster vent covers. A passenger seat, 
top, and rear bumper were optional. The 
SSII could be ordered with just about any 
a la carte mechanical option, but four 
powertrain/options packages were also of- 
fered: the Rancher Special, Brush Buster, 

Sport, and Baja Cruiser. 

The Rancher Special and Brush Buster 
packages were similar cosmetically and 
feature-wise, with two front seats, front 
towhooks, painted rear bumpers, H78-15 
mud and snow tires, T-427 wide-ratio four- 
speed transmission, and 3.54:1 axle ratios. 

The Rancher kept the 196ci four, while 
the Buster got a 304ci two-barrel V-8. The 
Rancher had the 4.09 cogs optional, and the 
Buster got 3.54s with a standard rear Trac- 
Loc limited-slip differential. The next year, 
you could order 4.09s with the 304. 

The Sport was largely the same as the 
Buster but got a T-407 automatic (Chrysler 
TF727), the Offroad Tire Package (10x15 
Goodyear Tracker blackwalls on white 
spoke wheels with rubber wheelwell exten- 
sions), an AM radio, and a black and gold 
side applique. The Baja Cruiser added the 
345ci V-8, rear Trac-Loc, AM/FM radio 
with a center console, and white-letter tires 
off-road tires. The Sport and Baja Cruiser 
with the lurid ’70s appliques generally are 
what comes to most people’s mind when 
they think of the SSII. The Scout SSII was 
built through the ’79 model year to the tune 
of just under 4,000 units. 

In collector circles, the high-end, 
decked-out rigs are often given the most 
attention and attract the highest prices. 

Here’s a notable exception to that rule: a 
4x4 no red-blooded four-wheeler can fail 
to love. It’s a ’77 Rancher Special that was 
restored to better than new by IH Guru 
Jeff Ismail, owner of IH Parts America in 
Grass Valley, California. This was a rare 
departure for Jeff, who is better known for 
Scout buildups than Scout restorations. He 
claims some otherworldly influence com- 
pelled him to restore the Rancher Special 
to a Concours level. Not only are Rancher 
Special packages extremely rare, this one 
is perfect down to original period H78-15 
General Gripper 780 tires. This time cap- 
sule was the center of attention at the 2014 
IH Scout and Light Truck Nationals in 
Troy, Ohio, and took home the Ted Ornas 
Award for the best original Scout. FWf 

SOOBCES 

Scout and Light Truck Nationals 

midnitestar.org 

IH Parts America 

ihpartsamerica.com i r 
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HOW TO MAKE THEM LAST: 

GEAR SETUP HPS 

FROM THE EXPERTS 


What to know before attempting your own regear 

By Agustin Jimonoz editorllfourwheeler.com Photography: Agustin Jimenez, Jerrod Jones, and Ted Olmsted 


A dding bigger tires td a 4X4 is a rite df 

passage that we all go through in our 
early days of four-wheeling. Most of 
us are of the mentality that you can 
never have too much of a good thing, like ice 
cream, bacon, and of course, big gnarly tires! 
The more rubber between your wheels and the 
trail, the more places your rig can conquer off 
the beaten path. While it sounds like a great 
idea, it’s not without some consequences, the 
biggest of which will be having enough power 
to make your rig move out of its own way with 
the parasitic loss of larger tires. The quickest 
way to gain that lost power back is to upgrade 
the gears on your rig to a lower ratio (numeri- 
cally higher) gearset. 


Your new gears should be chosen based on 
the size of the tires you’ll be using, as well as 
the type of wheeling you’ll be encountering 
and whether or not you will trailer your 4x4 to 
the trailhead or daily drive it on the highway. 
Once you have done your homework on what 
the proper gear ratio for your 4x4 is, you’ll 
need to decide whether you want to try your 
hand at setting up your own gears or taking it 
to a knowledgeable installer to make sure the 
job is done right. 

Installing gears isn’t quite as easy as most 
people might think. It’s the little details that 
can mean the difference between a long, 
healthy gear life or a trip home from the trail 
on a tow truck. We’ve decided to show you 


some of the finer points of a proper gear in- 
stallation for a stronger and longer-lived gear- 
set in a high-torque application that routinely 
sees gnarly off-road conditions, along with 
brutal daily driving duties in heavy traffic 
conditions. 

Our ’03 Ford F-350 Super Duty is a long- 
term project truck from our old sister publica- 
tion, Off-Road magazine. This 1-ton, 6.0L 
Power Stroke diesel truck has seen more than 
its fair share of abuse over the years, but after 
our last desert outing, old Big and Purple 
decided to develop a slight vibration in the 
rearend while flat towing a Baja Bug out to 
the desert. We knew something was definitely 
wrong when we pulled the magnetic dipstick 
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IGEARSeWP TIPS FROM THE EXPERTS 



on our rear Mag-Hytec differential cover and 
were greeted by a chunk of ring gear tooth. Of 
course we didn’t let it spoil our weekend, so 
we pushed on the rest of the way and drove it 
back home in front-wheel drive after pulling 
the rear axleshafts and driveshaft. 

We decided that the funky combination of 
5.13 gears meant for a Sterling 10.25 in our 
Sterling 10.5 might have been a little more 
than we needed for a truck with 40-inch tires 
and gobs of low-end torque, so we ordered up 
a brand-new set of Yukon Gear and Axle’s 
4.88 gears and master overhaul kits for both 
the front Dana 60 and the Sterling 10.5 rear in 







our high-mileage Super Duty. 

When it comes to properly installing gears 
on our trucks, we always go to the experts. 
South Bay Truck and 4x4 has done countless 
gear installs for us in the past that are holding 
up strong to this day, so we couldn’t think of 
anyone better than them to share with us the 
secrets to properly setting up gears that will 
last for a long time in a high-powered, highly 
abused 4x4. Check out all the preload, pinion 
depth, and backlash wisdom that they shared 
with us to make your next set of gears stay in 
it for the long haul. 


1. Frank Gilliland and his brother Charlie of South 
Bay Truck and 4x4 had our Super Duty up on the 
rack in no time at all, and within minutes they had 
pulled our rear diff cover to determine the culprit of 
our gear disaster. 

S. With the differential cover pulled on our Ster- 
ling 10.5 rear end, we could clearly see a couple 
of broken teeth on the ring gear. These gears 
were just over three years old when they gave up 
the ghost, but Frank and Charlie quickly set us 
straight on how this happened. The last time the 
gears were done on this truck at a different shop, 
the carrier preload was not adjusted properly and 
ended up resulting in a catastrophic failure after 
the carrier bearings spun inside the housing. 

The loose carrier sent our backlash out of spec, 
and while going down the highway, the structural 
integrity of the gear mesh pattern was compro- 
mised. Long story short? Gear teeth go bang. 

3. While the Dana 60 front axle in our Super Duty 
didn’t fail catastrophically, it did howl quite a bit 
while limping the truck back home for 160 miles 
in front-wheel drive. Once Charlie pulled the differ- 
ential cover off the front axle, it was clear that the 
gears were starting to exhibit a little knifing due to 
an improper carrier preload. Do you see a pattern? 

4. The Yukon Gear and Axle Dana 60 and Sterling 
10.5 4.88 gears and the Master Overhaul kits 
should be the long-term solution to our gear issues 
once properly installed. While you can install a set 
of 5.13 gears in a Sterling 10.5 by using a Sterling 
10.25 ring-and-pinion with a taller pinion bearing, 
we decided on using 4.88 gears instead since we 
do a lot of highway driving with this truck to get to 
the trailhead and, with all the low-end torque of 
the 6.0L Power Stroke, we really weren’t hurting 
for power. 

5. The new Yukon Gear and Axle ring gear was 
dropped onto our ARB Air Locker, and once we had 
the ring gear properly positioned on the carrier, we 
gave each of the new ring gear bolts a few drops of 
Loctite before torqueing them down to the specified 
95 ft-lb of torque. Make sure you use a brake parts 
cleaner to remove any protective coating or oily 
residue that the ring-and-pinion might have on its 
surface. 

6. Frank and Charlie tell us that it’s a good idea to 
make a note of the shim stack taken out with the 
old gearset. Make sure you save your old pinion nut 
so you don’t have to use the new pinion nut, which 
really should only be used during final assembly. 

It’s important to note that the crush sleeve should 
also be omitted until final assembly so you don’t 
run the risk of accidentally ruining it. 
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jGEARSeWP TIPS FROM THE EXPERTS 



8. Once the proper preload has been achieved, 
the carrier is ready to be installed in the housing. 

Since our Super Duty was 
already equipped with ARB 
Air Lockers, we installed new 
seals in the seal housing and 
installed it onto our ARB Air 
Locker. 


7 . Here you can see the relationship between the 
ring-and-pinion gear and how the pinion depth can 
be changed by either adding more shims to the 
pinion to set the depth deeper or removing shims to 
set it shallower. Keep in mind that on a Ford 9-inch 
axle, adding shims to the pinion support will result 
in a shallow pinion depth, while removing shims 
wtil move n 'in deeper. The firsi ihing to do is set up 


your pinion depth so you can set the pinion preload. 
Typically the factory will call for a pinion depth of 
0.025-inch, so it’s a good rule of thumb to use that 
as your starting point. Next you can install the pin- 
ion in the housing and tighten the old pinion nut. 
Frank recommends installing the pinion without the 
crush sleeve and tightening the old pinion nut until 
you feel a bit of drag on the pinion. You should be 
able to turn it by hand but not enough to where the 
pinion is wobbling in the housing. The key thing to 
remember is that a snug fit is good. What this will 
do is allow you to get 20-35 in-lb of preload on the 
pinion. Make sure you use an inch-pound torque 
wrench when checking the pinion preload. 


9. This is a crucial step in the setup process, and if 
you’re not careful, you could be in for a catastroph- 
ic failure down the road. You want to make sure you 
have some amount of backlash so that the gears 
aren’t forcing against one another but have it close 
enough that you can achieve the proper setting. 

The carrier should not drop in with a loose fit. It 
should take a little bit of effort with a brass drift 
and a hammer to achieve a snug fit. This doesn’t 
mean you should hammer down on it like there’s no 
tomorrow. A snug fit is what you’re after. Once you 
get the carrier in, you can install the carrier caps 
and torque them down to 80 ft-lb of torque. 

10 . The next step is to install a dial indicator tool 
so you can accurately check the amount of back- 
lash between the ring-and-pinion. Rotate the ring 
gear until you meet a bit of resistance and then go 
ahead and zero out your dial indicator so you can 
check the amount of backlash. 


11 . You want to aim for a backlash of 0.006-0.010 
inches and then apply the marking compound to 
the ring gear in a few spots so you can check the 
mesh pattern. You want the pattern to be smooth 
and even on both the drive and coast side, prefer- 
ably in the center of the tooth. The outside edge of 
the ring gear is known as the heel, while the inside 
edge is known as the toe. A pattern that is biased 
toward the heel means your ring gear needs to be 
moved closer to the pinion, while a toe-biased pat- 
tern means the ring gear needs to be moved away 
from the pinion. A high-contact pattern means your 
pinion depth needs to be increased while a low to 
light contact pattern means you need to move the 
pinion away from the ring gear by decreasing the 
shim thickness. 

IS. Once you have achieved the proper 0.006- 
0.010-inch of backlash, as well as an acceptable 
gear mesh pattern, you are ready to pull everything 
back apart and install your crush sleeve and new 
pinion nut. In our case, our backlash came in at 
0.008-inch, which is ideal for a strong healthy gear 
mesh. It’s a good idea to add a few drops of Loctite 
onto the threads of the pinion, as well as the new 
pinion nut. Make sure you use a reliable y 2 -inch 
pneumatic impact gun and stop to check the pinion 
preload often or you’ll end up going too far and ruin 
the crush sleeve. The pinion preload should be set 
at 0.020-0.035 in-lb of torque on new bearings 
such as the ones we used. Frank recommends aim- 
ing for 0.020-0.025 for a long lasting gear life. 
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13. Once we had the hard part of our Super Duty’s 
Sterling 10.5 axle wrapped up, Frank added a 
bead of silicone to the gasket-mating surface for a 
leak-free seal. 


14. Frank then installed our Mag-Hytec finned 
aluminum differential cover. We’ve come to really 
love this differential cover since it offers a larger 
capacity for oil to help dissipate any heat buildup 
from hardcore use, whether wheeling or towing. 



m 


16. One of the added benefits of the Mag-Hytec 
finned aluminum differential cover is that it gives 
us both a drain plug and a magnetic filler dipstick 
that allows us to quickly check the oil without spill- 
ing a drop. 

17. We’ve now logged just over 3,000 miles on our 
new gears and we’re glad to say they’re working 
smooth and quietly. We even drove our project Super 
Duty all the way out to Moab earlier this year for the 
2015 Easter Jeep Safari, where we got a chance to 
wheel the truck on the Fullsize Invasion run. We still 
have plenty of torque at low rpms, but highway cruis- 
ing is a lot more civil now thanks to the fact we’re 
not revving our 6.0L Power Stroke to the moon while 
doing 80 mph down the highway. FWf 

SOORCES 

Mag-Hytec 

818/786-8325, mag-hytec.com 


15. We topped off both the front and rear dif- 
ferentials with synthetic gear oil that helps keep the 
bearings working at cooler temperatures, even in 
demanding environments. 
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ALL-TERRAIN 

K02 REVIEW 


A worthy successor to BFG’s long 
line of exceptional All-Terrains 

By Soan P. Holman editorpfourwheeler.com Photography: Sean P. Holman 



B fgoodrich has big hopes for its all- 

new All-Terrain K02, the successor 
to the highly popular BFG A-T KO. 
Launched about 15 years ago, the KO 
set the standard for the All-Terrain category 
in the off-road industry, replacing the vener- 
able All-Terrain, which could be found on 
everything from Baja chase trucks to lifted 
daily drivers. 

How competitive the BFG KO proved to 
be, right up to the introduction of the K02, 
is a testament to BFG’s engineering prow- 
ess, as many still considered the aging KO to 
still be the standard of which all all-terrain 
tires should be judged. However, the reality 
was that the competition marched on and got 
much, much better during the KO’s reign. 

And truth be told, the KO was starting to 
show cracks in its armor. While still a very 
good tire, the design was dated and the KO 
had caught a reputation for being susceptible 
to pinch flats and sidewall punctures, and the 
tread compound, while long-wearing, easily 
chunked in abrasive terrain. 

Complicating matters was an all-terrain 
market that exploded with new and updated 
competitors, as well as a new category of tire, 
the extreme all-terrain, which combined the 
looks of a more aggressive M/T with the man- 
ners of an A/T. With a competitive new land- 
scape to contend in, BFG’s reputation hinged 
on the successfully redesigned K02 tire. 

BFG engineers went to work, and what 
they emerged with is the K02 you see here. 
Inspired by the toughness of the Baja T/A KR 
line, the K02 features CoreGuard technology 
that improves split and bruise resistance in the 
sidewall, as well as adds thicker shoulder rub- 
ber that extends further into the sidewall. BFG 
says the K02 sidewall is 20 percent stronger 
than the KO. Tread was also an area of focus. 
Now featuring a new compound that reduces 
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f BFGOaORICH m-TERRAIN KOR REtflEW 


chunking and lasts 15 percent longer on as- 
phalt and 50 percent more on gravel. 

Not satisfied with just changing the nuts 
and bolts of the carcass, BFG also modified 
the signature tread pattern. While still fa- 
miliar to any BFG fan, the updated footprint 
looks fresh and, when combined with the 
toothy Side Biter sidewall lugs, gives it a more 
contemporary appearance that will allow the 
K02 to better compete against traditional 
all-terrain tires, as well as the more aggres- 
sive extreme all-terrains. The design has been 
optimized for more even wear and now adds 
features such as Mud-Phobic bars, serrated 
shoulders, stone ejectors, and increased sip- 
ing. BFG says the new pattern is good for a 
10 percent increase in traction in mud and 
19 percent in snow and that the entire K02 
line-up now achieves the coveted Mountain 
Snowflake symbol. 

After having driven on the K02 over a brief 
stay in Baja and having been ultimately im- 
pressed, BFG asked if we would be interested 
in doing a longer-term test back on our home 
turf. Having the perfect test vehicle, a T2 Jeep 
Wrangler Unlimited with a set of 37xl2.5R17 


BF Goodrich KOs already mounted on it, we 
thought it would be a great opportunity to test 
the KOs versus the new K02s back to back. 
So, with tires in hand, we headed to our local 
America’s Tire (Discount Tire outside of Cali- 



OFor our test we chose the K02s in a 37x12. 5R17 
mounted on a 17x8.5-inch AEV Savegre wheel. 


OWhile the tread of the K02 doesn’t look all that 
much different than the KO it replaces, when 
placed next to a KO, you can see the changes are 
fairly significant. 


fornia) in Huntington Beach, California, for 
mounting and balancing. 

Over the course of the following 2 months, 
we drove the Jeep in everything from com- 
muting to trail riding. We had a chance to 
sample the K02s in the rain, as well as on 
sharp-edged terrain, and regular desert two- 
tracks. The only environments we didn’t get 
to test the tires were in snow and in mud. Our 
first impression of the K02s was how fresh 
the new pattern looks out in the wild and 
especially on our test rig. Mounted on AEV 
17x8. 5-inch Savegre wheels, the K02s sport 
a perfect sidewall bulge and a nice stance. 

The new tread looks modern and aggressive, 
but what really impressed us was how round 
the new tires were. With one tire needing 
only a Vi-omvcQ of weight to balance, the 
roundness of the tire and the quietness of the 
tread was a noticeable improvement over our 
20,000-mile-old KOs. 

On the highway, the All-Terrains have the 
great manners you would expect from BFG, 
with fantastic directional stability, good steer- 
ing feedback, and surprisingly good grip. The 
new shoes allowed us to toss the Jeep into 



- 

' t 






m 



OOn close examination, you can see several of the 
new sidewall features, including the thicker ex- 
tended shoulder. Side Biter lugs, Mud-Phobic bars, 
and serrated shoulder. 



OLooking closer at the tread revealed another view 
of the serrated shoulder and Mud-Phobic bars, 
along with additional siping and the very welcome 
triangular stone ejectors. 


66 NOVEMBER 2015 FOUR WHEELER 


fourwheeler.com 



corners and take off-ramps at higher speeds 
without ever feeling like they were near the 
limits. In fact, we often unintentionally acti- 
vated the stability system before the tires even 
started to lose grip. In panic breaking, wet or 
dry, the K02s again exhibited no bad habits 
and hauled the Wrangler down in short order. 
At freeway speeds in a relative deluge, we had 
no issues with hydroplaning and the K02s 
remained sure-footed. As quiet and smooth as 
any all-terrain on the market, and even some 
“highway” tires, the excellent road manners of 
the K02 allow the Jeep to be an enjoyable tool 
for longer drives out to the dirt. 

On the trail, the K02s handled everything 
that we threw at them, even at highway pres- 
sures. Hard-packed two-tracks are fun, and 
the K02s will still allow you to drift through 
corners with a little extra throttle. When we 
aired down to about 12 psi, things got even 
better. The floatation is incredible, and the Jeep 
cut through sand dunes as if they were paved. 
Rocky outcroppings became a place we head- 
ed, rather than avoided, and the Jeep climbed 
effortlessly up a loose and craggy hillclimb that 
has given us fits before with lesser shoes. At the 
end of multiple trips, the tires showed almost 
no signs of wear, even still exhibiting the little 
nubs that are the hallmark of a new tire. Not 
one tire showed any signs of cutting or chunk- 
ing. These tires are everything you love about 
the KO, except better — at least in all the situa- 
tions we tested them. 

So after more than 1,000 miles of commut- 
ing, highway, road trip, desert, sand, rain, dirt, 
and rocks, we can tell you that BFG hit its mark 
with the K02. The tire is hands-down one 
of the best all-terrain tires on the market and 
should be on the very short list of all-terrains 
to consider. While sizing and availability may 
be constrained during the rollout period, BFG 
tells us it has an incredible 61 sizes planned for 
the K02, and we think they are worth the wait. 
BFGoodrich is once again redefining what 
an all-terrain can and should be with the All- 
terrain K02: a worthy successor to BFG’s long 
line of bar-setting all-terrain tires. FWf 

SOORCES 

AEV 

248/926-0256, aev-conversions.com 


America’s Tire/Discount Tire 

866-895-8031, discounttire.com 


BFGoodrich 

877-788-8899, www.bfgoodrichtires.com 




With diversity in New Jeep ownership it is no surprise to find Jeep Wrangler JK is 
sporting a softer rate spring for a softer ride. With this in mind Skyjacker^ has 
created Softride^ Coil Kits to maintain OE ride of newer models while still meeting 
the challenges of off-road terrain of the preceding, still available. Rock Ready^ Coils. 

Softride” Coil Kits can still be outfitted on older models to offer the benefits and 
advantage the superior ride when lifted. 

Rock Ready^ Coil Kits higher/ Earlier OE match spring rate is a great choice for any 
year model with additional weight of bumpers, body armor, skid plates and winches 
assisting in maintaining lifted height and superior off-road ride. 

Skyjacker^ offers Softride^ kits with every available shock option. Hydro, Nitro Gas 
and M95 Series Monotube with its dirt bike type technology for leak down protection 
you cannot find anywhere else. 

Further advantage with Skyjacker^ Softride^ is the FMVSS Testing. All kits have 
been tested and are certified compliant with FMVSS (Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards) 126 mandate to maintain the level of safety your vehicle rolled of the 
production floor with, a continuation of Skyjackers 40+ years focus on cutting edge 
technology to bring you a safe, no compromise well engineered suspension you can 
trust. 



4" Kit 3.5-4" Kit 

Shown with Hydro Shocks, Shown with M95 Shocks, 

Nitro also available Nitro & Hydro also available 

Skyjacker® Suspensions offers numerous options for 2 Door 
and 4 Door Jeeps, as weii as kits and options for aii major 
makes and modeis. Visit us on the web or caii today to find a 
deaier near you. 


fourwheeler.coiTi 


1 .866.Skyjacker 


Skyjacker.com 
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2015 Jeep Cherokee 
Trailhawk 4x4 

The Hawk has landed 


E KNEW WE WERE IN 

for a serious beating 
from our loyal fol- 
lowers as soon as we 
tallied the votes. How could we 
let the car-based and polariz- 
ingly shaped Cherokee beat the 
old-school Toyota 4Runner TRD 
Pro for Four Wheeler of the Year 
honors? Impossible! Blasphemy! 
Unfollow! Cancel my subscrip- 
tion! All of us who participated 
in the weeklong testing process 
knew why it was so well de- 
served. The Toyota drives and 
feels like a 10-year-old truck. 

The Cherokee feels like tomor- 
row’s SUV. It’s stylish, smooth, 
quiet, sporty, and efficient. The 
interior is modern, comfortable, 
and smacks of quality materials 
and assembly. Most important 
of all, it’s extremely capable and 
T fun to drive in the dirt, and if 


you’re one of the many doubters 
of its off-road chops, you should 
really experience one on the trail 
before you pass judgment. 

Jeep should be awarded just 
for making the investment in 
this highly unique drivetrain. 
Low range is achieved without 
a transfer case by putting the 
gear reduction in the axles, and 
the combination of a very good 
crawl ratio and a selectable rear 
locker in a compact crossover 
works way better than you’d 
expect. Yes, there’s very little 
suspension articulation, but that 
doesn’t impede progress. The 
result is the occasional tire being 
lifted in the air with no delay in 
forward movement. Further test- 
ing since our long-term Chero- 
kee arrived has revealed that this 
chassis is also quite a performer 
on twisty blacktop, feeling much 


0“IF YOU’RE ONE 
OFTHEMANY 
OOUBTERSOFnS 
OFF-ROAO CHOPS, 
YOUSHOUUJRE- 
AUYEXPERIENCE 
ONE ON THE TRAIL 
BEFORE YOU PASS 
JUOGMENT. " 

sportier that we remember from 
Four Wheeler of the Year test- 
ing, which is mostly focused on 
dirt roads. The only drawback 
on the street is the Firestone 
A/T tires, which lose grip in the 
corners way before the chassis 
wants to give up. The ability to 
cruise at highway speeds quietly 


and comfortably, carve up paved 
mountain roads at high speeds, 
and then be able to hit the trail 
is very unique and gives the 
Cherokee a dual sporting per- 
sonality. One more interesting 
point is that this is the first time 
a transverse-engine vehicle has 
won our award. 

Most of the criticism we’ve 
seen about the Cherokee so 
far has stemmed from its ZF- 
sourced nine-speed transmis- 
sion, but it appears the one we’ve 
received for long-term evaluation 
has the latest software and so far 
has acted very well. Ninth gear 
is so tall (0.48:1) that it’s rarely 
selected, even in steady speed 
cruising on freeways, and seems 
to be reserved for downhill or 
downwind stretches only. 

So far one of our only serious 
complaints is about lack of range 
caused by the low fuel capacity 
(15.9 gallons), with the typical 
distance between fill ups being 
just shy of 300 miles. That’s 
acceptable, but we like rigs that 
can outlast one’s bladder on long 
distance road trips. All other 
misgivings are regarding some 
of the electronic systems, and 
we’ve just learned that Chero- 
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Options As Tested 

SafetyTec Group - Blind Spot and Cross Path Detection, Power 
Multi-Function Mirrors with Manual Fold-Away ($1,045), Technology 
Group - Full Speed Collision Warning with Crash Mitigation, Parallel 
and Perpendicular Park Assist, Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop and 
Go, Advanced Brake Assist, Rain Sensitive Windshield Wipers, Exterior 
Mirrors with Turn Signals, Automatic Fligh Beam Fleadlamp Control, 
LaneSense Lane Departure Warning ($1,495), Comfort / Convenience 
Group - Power Liftgate, Remote Start System, Keyless Enter-N-Go / 
Passive Entry, A/C Auto Temperature Control with Dual Zone Control, 
Auto-Dimming Rearview Mirror w/Microphone, Power Eight-Way Driver 
Seat, Power Eour-Way Driver Lumbar Adjust, Security Alarm, Universal 
Garage Door Opener ($1,645), Leather Interior Group - Leather 
Trimmed Bucket Seats, Pleated Front Seats, Pleated Steering Wheel 
($1,495), 3.2-Liter V6 24-Valve WT Engine with Stop/Start - Stop / 
Start System, Dual Bright Exhaust Outlets ($1,745), Black Flood Decal 
($199), Uconnect8.4AN AM/FM/SXM/HD/BT/NAV - GPS Navigation, 
FID Radio, SiriusXM Travel Link / 5-Year Subscription, SiriusXM Traffic 
/ 5- Year Service ($845) 


IM-PilHT: 1 OF <1 

Previous reports: None 
Base price: $30,395 
Price as tested: $39,895 
Four-wheel-drive 
system: Full-time, electroni- 
cally controlled, two-speed 

LONG-TERM 

NUMBERS 

Miles to date: 3,791 
Miles since 
last report: N/A 
Average mpg 
(this report): 19.5 
Test best tank (mpg): 23.5 
(Flighway between 70-75 
mph) 

Test worst tank (mpg): 17.1 
(Mostly city) 

MAINTENANCE 

This period: None 
Problem areas: Flackers 
(if you believe the internet) 

WHAT’S HOT, 

WHAT’S NOT 

HOT: Fun, stylish, sporty 
NOT: Range, tires, finicky 
electronics 

LOGBOOK QUOTES 

C“The chassis writes a check 
that the tires can't cash” 
CSpeed bumps confuse 
traction -controi software” 
C”Way more fun on paved 
twisty mountain roads than 
you'd expect” 


several cars ahead, so it tends to 
overcorrect in both directions. 
The lane departure assist system 
occasionally mistakes grooves 
and other lines in the road for 
lane markers and tries to follow 
them. We’re still not accustomed 
to the car trying to steer itself, but 
we’ll leave this feature on until it 
either becomes a welcome addi- 
tion or relegated to being just an- 
other annoying nanny. The crash 
mitigation system is fantastic, and 
it’s hard to imagine what it would 
take to actually crash into some- 
thing while it’s activated. Not 
only does it give you a visual and 
audible warning, but it applies the 
brakes as well, completely stop- 
ping if necessary. The price to be 
paid is the system occasionally 
mistaking a car turning into a 
parking lot that’s actually clear of 
your path as a hazard, automati- 
cally slamming on the brakes and 


pleading that you to apply the 
brakes as well. 

The baby 3.2L Pentastar V-6 
is very smooth and makes strong 
midrange power, but it runs out of 
breath on the top end. Overall the 
experience is of adequate, but not 
fast, acceleration (8-second 0-60) 
and better-than-expected efficien- 
cy. We’re curious just how much 
efficiency is gained by removing 
only 400 cc of displacement from 
the larger and ubiquitous version. 

So far we’ve explored our lo- 
cal Wildomar OHV Park, the 
backcountry around Big Bear 
Lake, and a road trip to Califor- 
nia’s Central Coast. Next on the 
agenda is to head back to the hill 
near Convict Lake, California, 
that sent our previous tester back 
to the shop. As usual, we’ll be 
keeping track of the overall expe- 
rience for a year and will report 
everything, good and bad. FWI 


kees in particular are susceptible 
to hacking via its Uconnect sys- 
tem, with a viral video showing 
hackers able to change climate 
control, radio settings, and even 
shutting down the car. A free 
software refresh is available to 
prevent that from happening. 

Other technologies that so far 
appear to be well intentioned, but 
not quite ready, are the adaptive 
cruise control and lane- departure 
assist. The cruise control works 
well at relatively steady speeds, 
where traffic is ranging between 
50 and 75 mph, but stop-and-go 
traffic throws it into fits, constant- 
ly triggering the crash mitigation 
system while chiming and flash- 
ing a message on the info screen 
to brake immediately or leaving 
much too large a gap in front of 
the car when speeds recover. The 
problem is that it can’t anticipate 
slowing and accelerating traffic 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 

■ liMliilM.lU.M II.miH lilUlM'.lj irTTM 



600 Stores 
Nationwide 



27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLiGHT/FLASHLiGHT 

LOT 67227 shown 
69567/60566/62532 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them fora 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


WITH ANY PURCHASE 

PITTSBURGH 

6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 
SET 

LOT 61313/62570 
62583/62728/47770 shown 


Batteries included. 


:z!iaoi iDU 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


I LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or I I 

HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. ‘Cannot be used with ■■ n 

I other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club membership, I I ■ I 

extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, ■ 

■ generators, tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On ■ ■ ■ 

Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power I ^ 

( Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not ^ LIMIT 1 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with I I 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. " ° 

I Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. | ■ 


LOT 92655 shown 
69688/60771 


^^PmSBURGH^ 

W RAPID PUMP® 

^ 3 TON HEAVY DUTY 

STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT 69227/62116/62584 
62590/68048 shown 


..ruAiiiiDij » 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


J>nT5BUl!SH^ WRENCH SETS! 

YOU^HOICE! SAE metric! 

C C QQ >-0T 69043 LOT 42305* 

42304 shown 69044 I 


LOT 67847 shown 
61454/61693/62803 


^ LOT 61229 shown 
62463/68332/61624 


SAVE M i • 

62% - ■ 

6159000 OOO 

lilllllllElllllllllllilllllllllllli 


Over 2500 hours of 
recording time. 


us '/ J I 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- * 

423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior i 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ' 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 

nrocontoH \/aliH thrniinh 1/11/1R I imit nno pnimnn nar f'lictnmor nor riat/ * 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must he 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


13 PIECE 1/2" DRIVE 
y DEEP WALL 

^OUR CHOICE! IMPACT SDCKETSETS 
1 099 SAE METRIC 

■ LOT 67903 LOT 

^ 69280/69333 67904/69279 


drUlmaster 
15DDWATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 
^ HEAT GUN 
■ (57271112") 

LOT 96289 shown 
IL 62340/62546 


Ajiifp ruwnucn-rncc 

SAVE NITRILE GLOVES 
45% PACK OF 100 

HRROr LOT 

• 5 mil. thickness 68496/61363 

YOUR CHOICE! LARGE 

^ M A lot 

CC 49 ^6497/61360 

O X-LARGE 

. . REG. PRICE i-0161359 
■■ ^11 00 68498 shown 


MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

LOT 60790/90305 
61316/69340 shown 

r Welder and 
/ accessories sold 


REG. PRICE $49.99 69560 shown 69332/69561 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


prnSBui!<sn^m 
6 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL JACK STANDS 

LOT 69596 
rTuTl 61197/62393 
f J 38847 shown 


STEP STOOL/ 
WORKING PLATFORM 


12" SLIDING compound! 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW S 
if, WITH LASER GUIDE g 

AJiifr L0T61776 I 
y SAVE 61969/61970 I 

1^' CICC 69684 shown I 


7 FT. 4" X 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

LOT 69115/69137/69249 
69129/69121/877 shown 


LOT 62515 
66911 shown 


3501b. 

Capacity 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


SUPER COUPON 


'SUPER 

COUPON 


'SUPER 

COUPON 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
















D BATTIE TESTED 


SUPER COUPON 

Customer Rating 12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 

nnn ry with remote control 

ANJ3 AUTOMATIC BRAKE 


LOT 61256 
60813/61889 
68142 shown 


At Badland, before we'll put our 
nanne on a winch, it has to pass 
tests so strenuous they'd break 
the back of a lesser winch. We 
submerge them in water and 
slime for months on end. We 
pound and punish them and 
make them pull enormous loads 
through mud, sand, water and 
rock. We exceed your most 
demanding uses, over and over 
again to make sure they'll endure the most extreme conditions. We 
make sure that every Badland winch is reliable, durable and battle-tested. 
They've passed our tests, so you can be sure they'll pass yours. 


iniii« 9 iiriiijiniiiiiiiiiiiiii reg.prke $599.99 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.cotr or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discoun 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. I 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.j 


SUPER COUPON 

2m LB. eiCTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL 


LOT 61258 shown 
61840/61297/68146 


REG. PRICE $149.99 


Customer Rating 

□□□ 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ! 


1-423-2567. Cannot be used with other c 


or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies las 
n-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Lin " 




Limit one coupon per customer per da 




JJ 



44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
RDLLER CABINET 


Customer Rating 

nnnnn 

US*CBBUL13 


I 




R 369 M 

REG. PRICE $699.99 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


• Weighs 245 lbs. 
LOT 69387/62270/62591/62744/68784 shown 

liiliiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiini 


r ti .i-ti j 


WOW. 


SUPER 

COUPON 


900 PEAK/ 
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE 
GAS RECREATIONAL 



^ REG. PRICE $179.99 

llllllillllllllllllllllllHIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom original purchase with original reoeipt. 
Otter good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

liAariUUUMMMAAAAA 



4 PIECE rx 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

LOT 60405/61524/62322/90984 shown 


REG. PRICE 

$19.99 


Tniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by cailing 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days trom originai purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

"wirelYsVwinch 

(||EW) REMOTE CONTROL 



42" OFF-ROAD/ 
FARM JACK 

LOT 60668/6530 shown 
• 3-1/2 Ton Capacity 


SAVE 

38 % 


$3999 


REG. PRICE 

$64.99 



ittiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinii 

f 1 a 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


VWWV COUPON.!. COUPON. 


20 TON 
SHOP PRESS 

LOT 32879/60603 

f 

Pair of Arbor 
Plates included 


$15499 

REG. PRICE 

$299.99 t 



$745 
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




1/2" INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
SUPER HIGH TORQUE 




$2999 


LOT 61474 REG. PRICE 
69229 shown $79.99 

TiI»IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIDIIII!IIIIII! 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
resented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

'off-roadIong-range 

TRUCK LIGHT SYSTEM 



REG. PRICE 

$39.99 
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Rf V P' -J J B LP 

LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreigbt.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 1/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2507 















OUOm-TEm REPOHJ 


2015 Power Wagon 
Laramie Crew Cab 4x4 

Beginning our long (off) road with our 2015 Pickup 
Truck of the Year 


I T EASILY WON OUR 2015 FOUR 

Wheeler Pickup Truck of 
the Year competition. In 
fact, it won by such a wide 
margin that we began our year- 
long test of the 2015 Ram Power 
Wagon with very high expecta- 
tions. So far we’ve found the 
Power Wagon to be an exercise 
in excesses. There are no half- 
measures. Our test model arrived 
outfitted in exactly the same 
configuration as the vehicle we 
had in our testing, which is to say, 
excessively luxurious. The Lariat 
package gets you all the bells and 
whistles from front power seats 
with integrated heat and A/C to 
the high-end sound system, leath- 
er, bright grille, and dual-zone 
HVAC. Take all that luxury and 
apply the Power Wagon package 
and you’re talking excessively 


potent off-road performance, 
with a disconnecting front sway 
bar, front and rear electric lock- 
ers, additional ground clearance, 
Goodyear DuraTrac tires, a Warn 
12,000-pound winch, and more. 
And the icing on the cake is 
Ram’s quad-coil suspension that’s 
as (you guessed it) excessively 
smooth, whether on- or off-road, 
despite the %-ton 2500 chassis 
and 15,500-pound towing capac- 
ity. But it’s also excessively large, 
excessively thirsty, and exces- 
sively excessive. So let’s dive in. 

For starters, the 6.4L Hemi 
puts 410 hp and 429 Ib-ft to the 
six-speed automatic. In the heavy 
Power Wagon, it feels just about 
adequate. It’s no rocketship, but 
it’s not a slug either. No matter 
what the grade or load, just put 
your foot down and the Power 


Wagon goes. It all comes at a 
heavy cost, though. Our big- 
gest gripe with this truck is the 
abysmal fuel economy. With the 
aero of a brick, it’s hard to get the 
mighty 6.4L to go into cylinder 
deactivation mode, especially 
with the 70-75 mph speeds com- 
mon of our SoCal roadways. The 
best we’ve been able to muster 
is 14.63 mpg on an easy, loping 
trip down the highway returning 
from Hollister Hills, California. 
Conversely, our worst tank was 
that same trip, going to and from 
hotel back to Hollister Hills 
SVRA, as well as piloting the 
Ram up, down, and all around 
the off-road park’s trail system 
during Top Truck Challenge 
2015. That tank was a scary 7.92 
mpg. We shudder to think what 
will happen when we put a heavy 


trailer behind it. But despite that, 
we always have room inside for 
all our gear, plenty of power ports 
(12V DC, USB, or 115V AC) and 
a staggering 10 cupholders for the 
front-seat passengers alone. Road 
trip? Bring it. You’d just better 
bring your fuel card. 

Inside, the cockpit is logically 
laid out. The navigation system 
is quite good and the touchscreen 
interface works nicely with no 
glitches or problems, although 
turning the nav off once a route is 
underway could be a little more 
intuitive. The Bluetooth, voice 
controls, music, and phone are 
all some of the best we’ve used in 
any vehicle. The Chrysler Ucon- 
nect system is pretty dialed, and 
we’ve always been fans of the 
steering-wheel-mounted controls 
for the cruise, phone, and stereo. 
And Ram finally did away with 
the old four-wheel-drive selector 
button that was right next to (and 
looked just like) the HVAC knobs. 
Although in the Power Wagon it’s 
a moot point because it features a 
gool of manually operated lever 
you can yank and feel the T-case 
going into whatever gear you 
tell it to. And when you are off- 
roading, the sway bar disconnect 
switch and locker selection dial 
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C We lost no 
time in putting 
our ’15 Ram 
Power Wagon 
to work. It’s not 
the most im- 
pressive trailer 
in the world, 
but so far our 
Ram has made 
as many trips to 
the dump and 
builder’s sup- 
ply place as it 
has the grocery 
store. You gotta 
love having a 
pickup as a 
daily driver. 


is right there at easy reach when 
you want it. We’ll get some more 
off-roading and towing in by our 
next report. 

With the fold-flat seats, a 6-foot, 
4-inch bed, and Ram’s excellent 
RamBox Cargo Management 
system (which we’re huge fans of) 
we’ve never had to leave an item 
behind. Generous door pockets 
hold maps, magazines, and stickers 
to hand out; the center console eas- 
ily swallows a laptop and iPad; rear 
floor-mounted cubbies hold greasy 
gloves or spare hitches; and the 
RamBox storage doors take any- 
thing from cargo to tow straps to 
groceries. Heck, we’ve even filled 



O The controls are oriented nicely and ergonomically. The only thing we’d prob- 
ably move is the Tow/Haul button. We’ve always felt it’s a better fit on the end 
of the auto shift lever. We’ll talk more about the integrated trailer brake control- 
ler, park-assist feature, and backup camera in another installment. 



Options As Tested 

Power Wagon Laramie Package 22J includes 17-inch steel spare 
wheel, 17x8 aluminum wheels, 180-amp alternator, LT285/70R17D 
Goodyear DuraTrac tires, 4.10 axle ratio, front disconnecting stabilizer 
bar, front electric winch, fuel tank skidplate shield, hill-descent control, 
manual shift-on-the-fly T-case, monotone paint, towhooks, T-case 
skid plate, Tru-Lok front and rear axles ($7,450); 220-amp Alternator 
($100); Power Sunroof ($995); Uconnect 8.4AN AM/FM/SXM/HB/BT/ 
NAV ($500); Remote Start System ($200); RamBox Cargo Management 
System ($1,295); Spray-In Bedliner ($475) 


C Unless your hauling requires every 
available inch of bed space, the Ram- 
Box Cargo Management system is 
worth its weight in gold. We find the 
boxes in the sides of the bed invaluable 
for hauling everything from groceries 
to cameras, laptops, baseball gear, and 
everything in between. And as a bonus, 
the boxes and tailgate lock and open 
with the passenger doors via the key 
fob, so you know your gear is secure 
when you leave it. 

them with ice and used them as 
coolers. Why else would Ram put 
drainplugs in the bottom of them? 
Just load it up as you see fit, dial in 
the power leather seats for maxi- 
mum comfort (an easy proposition, 
by the way), and let the miles melt 
away under the somewhat annoy- 
ingly loud Goodyear tires. Good 
thing they claw and grip fiercely 
off-road. 

We plan on plenty of heavy 
towing, lots of hauling, and some 
heavy wheeling in the coming 
months, but for now we’ve been 
mostly limited to SoCal freeway 


IMIPIIHT: 1 OF i| 

Previous reports: N/A 
Base price: $48,790 
Price as tested: $61,000 
Four-wheel-drive 
system: Part-time, manual- 
shift, two-speed 

LONG-TERM 

NUMBERS 

Miles to date: 5,273 
Miles since 
last report: N/A 
Average mpg 
(this report): 11.50 
Test best tank (mpg): 14.63 
(highway between 70-75 
mph) 

Test worst tank (mpg): 7.92 
(in-town and wheeling 
Hollister Hills SVRA during 
Top Truck Challenge) 

MAINTENANCE 

This period: None 
Problem areas: None 

WHAT’S HOT, 

WHAT’S NOT 

HOT: Comfortable driver with 
great interior quality 
NOT: Spongy brakes and 
wallowy handling 

LOGBOOK QUOTES 

O ‘'Butt air in the seats! How 
great!” 

0“Wish it had radar-guided 
cruise controi (adaptive 
cruise ). " 

0“Ciimbs great even with the 
iockers disengaged. ” 


commuting and around-town 
driving. The Ram Power Wagon 
is a big truck, and you sit up high 
above the masses. You can see a 
mile, which is a good thing since 
the brakes feel fairly spongy in a 
panic stop. We don’t know if it’s 
the heavy chassis or what, but our 
truck requires a pretty good run 
out when we’re trying to haul it 
down from 70-0 mph. We’ve also 
found, despite the huge torque of 
the 6.4L, the transmission will 
downshift periodically to maintain 
70-75 mph on the freeway with 
a slight grade. We’d think with 
4.10s, only 33-inch tires, and 429 
Ib-ft on tap it’d pull Overdrive 
without an issue. In all, we’re 
pretty excited to be in this vehicle 
for a full year. FWI 
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NOTAgOOLB-FTFAN 

O Regarciirig "Ram TrucK Unve is 900 
^ thftoJ Torque for 2016 Cummins 6 JL 
Eneioe* on fourwhee^er.com^ that Ram tsnl 
gonna go anywnere wih ine junit Iransms- 
ston tney a:i come Toe seconc and Ini-rd 
genensbon IrjcKs have lerrble transmissions 
My budoy has a 14 Cummins and ms trans- 
misson tooK a dump with 30,000 m ies on it. 

OIUON PEimSDN 
VI A FACEBOI3K ,C DMyiFDiJH W/HEELERM AB 

A ) think you might be a litKe rnffmfDrmed. 

The 16 Ram 3S00 slated to gd the 900 
lb*ft HO Cummins engine tunc comes with an 
Aisin AS69flC medium-duty truck transmis- 
sion, The Aisin AS69RC has been the only 
transmission available in the 3500 behind 
the optional HO version df the Cummins since 
2013. Ram 4500 and 5500 chassis-cab trucks 
have received the AS69RC Ibr several years 
as well. Other Cummins Ram 2500 and 3500 
trucks receive the smaller 68RFE transmission 
or the 6S6 six-speed manual transmission. 

Both of which are rated for less torque than 
the AS69RC. I hear these kinds of stories and 
tx-and-lcjyal arguments refening to some older 
model that is no longer offered ail the time. It's 
kind of a flawed argument, Should we assume 
that every Ford diesel is problematic because 
the G.OL was? Or every GM diesel is gutless 
because the old non-turbo 6.2L was? 

Back to your fiiend’s truck; Was it a stock 
truck or modified? Was he regutarfy towing 
more than the rated capacity? Did he actually 
have a 3500 with the optional Aisin transmis- 
sion? Not all 3500s come with A. and it‘s not 
available In the 2500, Regardless of what 


transmission he had. with only 30,000 on the 
truck, it should have been covered under war- 
ranty, unless he did something to cause the 
problem, 

Modifying the engine and transmission in 
new diesel trucks has become increasingly 
popular. There are plenty of aftermarket 
parts available to help you get more power 
and torque to the ground. However, it's also 
important to understand that Ford, GM, and 
Ram never intend their trucks to be modi- 
fied or overloaded. Ybu can't really blame 
the truck manufacturer for failures related to 
these situations, 

GEAR STRENGTH 

So wnat would \l taKe to g^t s x sets of 
mM axie gears from tne same nfianjfacturer 
and prove one way or the other f cryogenic 
Irearinganc micro poiishmg ne ps slrengh^ 
You'd need to figure out now to test them, but 
we, the consumer, need reai Fe proof. 

VtA r ACEfiOtWCOWI"- 



WHERE TO WRITE 


H ave a tech question you want answered in Techline, drop an email to editor@faurwhBelBr.com 

or head on over to our forums at fourwheeler.com. All letters become the property of Four Wheeler, 
and we reserve the right to edit them for length, accuracy, and clarity. Due to the volume of mall, electronic 
and otherwise, we cannot respond to every reader, but we do read everything. 


A Testing gears for torque rating in a 
machine would be a realty cool Idea, 
However, it would be difficuh: and expensive 
to create the jigs needed to control gear deflec- 
tton as pressure is applied. There are atso other 
variables to consider. 

Cryogenic treating was a pretty hot topic for 
axleshafts about ID years ago. Cryogenic treat- 
ing, also called cryogenic tempering, involves 
skHViy freezing metal-based components to 
minus 300 degrees. The parts are introduced 
to a dry deep-freezing process using flashed 
liquid nitrogen {LN2X tt takes an average of 72 
hours to modify the molecular structures of the 
obiects before they are brought back to room 
temperature. Cryogenic treating stabilizes the 
crystal lattice structure of the metal molecules. 
Ht's regulady used on firearms, tooling, pumps, 
fleet brake rotors, knives, racing engines, and 
trar^smhsions. The benefits range anywhere 
from a 50 to €00 percent longer component 
life. Guns shoot with as much as a 50 percent 
greater accuracy and 200 percent longer life. 
Cryogenically treated brake rotors are said to 
last 350 percent longer- In the case of gears 
and axles, crypg]en<ic treatments are generalty 
used to increase wear resistance. This is espe- 
cially helpful when trying to increase the life of 
unusually expensive or hard to find drivetrarn 
parts, A cryogenicalty treated part 4dso dis- 
sipates heart more readily than a non-treated 
part. There Is a small strength gain when parts 
arc treated. However, there are usually other, 
much bigger concerns when workir^ with a 
ring-and-pinion. 

In order to see the greatest benefits from 
cryogenically dealing a ring-and-pinion— or 
any part tor that matter— it's important to 
start with quality components. Cryogenic 
treating can't make up for the use of low- 
grade metals or an improperly performed 
heat-treatingprocess. Unfortunately, low- 
quality imported ring-and-pinion gearsets 
can be inconsistent in both material and 
heat-treating. Interestingly enough, the heat 
treating process is the most likely place that 
some overseas manufacturers skimp. Labor 
and machining is cheap; heat-treating and the 
electricity used for the process isn't 

You also have to consider that an axle as- 
sembly b designed as a system tor a specific 
maximum toad. Increasing the stiength of only 
a part of that system b like installing ^ large 
link in the middle of a small chain. Simply 
throwing a sponger rjng-and-pinton into an 
axlehousing may not solve gear faifure issues, 
AxlehoLsings flex under load because of gear 
deflection, which b an extremely common 
cause of ring-and-pinion failure. Increasing the 
strength of the ring-and-pinion does nothing 
to stop deflection and housing flex. In many 
cases, the only true solution is to throw more 
metal at it and upgrade to a larger axle 
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5 Garden Court • Wheeling, WV 26003 > 

Open 8 to 7 Mon-Fri - Sat 9 to 1 T ech 1 -304-233-7917 1 


IIKALKR 
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LTB 

BIAS 


TSL 

RAD/BIAS 


SX 

BIAS 


VORfRAC 
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IROK 
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KO K02 NEW 
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OPENCOUNTR' 


: 

MAXXIS 
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HUGE INVENTORY OF THESE FINE SUSPENSION COMPANIES 
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CHECK OUR LOW FREIGHT RATES 


XRC GEN 2 
WINCHES 

STEEL SYN. 
•4000 $179 $319 
•9500 $299 $449 
•10K $399 $549 
•12K $399 $549 
•15.5 $499 $599 
•17.5 $599 N/A 


This Is A Sampling Of Our Huge 
Inventory. CALL or CLICK!! 


•M-1 BUMPERS 
•JEEP BUMPERS 
•JEEP TOPS 


NTWo nline . com 



Wheel Spacers 
8 Lug Sheers 
gxej,axi70,sxiafl» 
aX20Q,BX2lD 

4" 

5 & 6Ltig 1.5“ 2- 2.5 


L 


mouaH 


XRC & SRC STEEL JEEpSSfelEDLlli^MOUNTS 




Dually Wheels In Stock 

■ 0 InsiBiiQliofl 

iti , 17 , 19.5 & 20 Avail^lfl 


PRODUCTS 
•RECOVERY GEAR 
•ADD ON JEEP CAGES 


Walk-Ins Welcome 9-5 M-F/9-1 Sat • All Tires Plus F.E.T. 

TECH LINE 1-304-233-791 7-FAX 1 -304-233-2286-TRACK ORDERS 1-800-391-1113 

•NO returns after 30 days*NO returns on Special Order ltems«AII returns subject to 20% restock fee-Prices Subject To Change 















SURFACE RUSTED 


assembly. Adding a load bolt can help to control 
gear deflection and housing flex in some cases. 
Jantz Engineering (jantz4x4.com) offers Jana 
load bolt upgrades and Jana girdles to help con- 
trol ring-and-pinion deflection and axlehousing 
flex. Jantz also offers ring-and-pinion upgrades. 
The Jana 76 kit allows the use of a larger Dana 
70 ring-and-pinion in your Dana 60 housing. 
Similar kits are available for the traditional Dana 
44. Additionally, you could upgrade to a more 
rigid casting specifically designed for high-load 
applications, like one from Dynatrac (dynatrac. 
com). A more rigid cast center chunk will do 
more to keep gears alive in abusive conditions 
than cryogenically treating or polishing a ring- 
and-pinion. 

When you reroute horsepower and torque to 
make a 90-degree right and left turn, a lot of 
energy is lost in the process. The ring-and-pinion 
in your axles provides a means to make that 
90-degree turn. The driveshaft spins the pinion 
gear, which transmits power to the ring gear. The 
ring gear spins the carrier and axleshafts, which 
turn the wheels. Micro polishing a ring-and-pinion 
gearset involves polishing the mating surfaces of 
the gear teeth. This is generally done to reduce 
friction. Less friction means less heat and less 
parasitic drag. This process is usually reserved for 


circle track and drag racing applications where 
an extra Vw of a second can mean the difference 
between winning and losing a race. For most off- 
road guys, it’s probably a waste of money, unless 
your axle has a tendency to overheat. However, if 
that’s the case, you likely have other issues or you 
are overloading the axle assembly. 

If you only use your 4x4 off-road and are reg- 
ularly busting the teeth off of a ring-and-pinion 
gearset, there is another option you can try. 
Companies such as Mark Williams Enterprises 
(markwilliams.com) offer softer “pro” drag rac- 
ing gearsets. These gears are made from a 9310 
alloy and are not heat-treated to be as hard as 
traditional street-driven ring-and-pinion gearsets 
made from 8620 alloy. The gear teeth made of 
softer material absorb the abusive shock loading 
that can cause standard ring-and-pinion teeth 
to shatter. Unfortunately, these gears are not for 
street use and can’t be driven on for extended 
periods of time. You might get a few thousand 
miles out of them if you treat them right and 
can keep them cool. It’s certainly a viable option 
if you are a ham-fisted driver and don’t have 
the time or money for a complete axle-swap up- 
grade. The applications for 9310 pro gears are 
limited, but you can usually find them for Dana 
60, Ford 9-inch, and GM 12-bolt axles. 


0 1 have a '94 Ram 1500 4x4. It has the 
^ stock 5.2L 318ci V-8, automatic trans- 
mission, and transfer case. It has been sitting 
a few years on the famiiy farm. What benefits 
would I gain from cleaning the surface rust 
from the frame and components underneath? 
I’m in the process of replacing brake iines 
and fuel lines. It’s also getting new shocks ali 
around and new shock towers up front with 
a ieveiing kit. I want to instail a body lift in the 
future to squeeze in 35-inch tires. It will be 
my daily driver. The truck currently sits on 
33xl2.50R15 mud tires with steel wheels. The 
Ram doesn’t see many trails but does hit oc- 
cas.onai mud, snow, and sand in the southern 
New Jersey wetlands. Any insight is greatly 
appreciated. 

ROBERT SA5SI 

VIA EMAIL 

A A light surface rust usually isn’t a big deal. 

However, you have to make sure that that’s 
all it is. Sometimes the surface rust can hide 
a much worse problem, especially if the frame 
is significantly rusted from the inside out. You 
should poke around with a sharp chisel or awl. 
Look for soft spots in the frame that are nearly 
rusted through. Anything that looks question- 
able should be repaired. Auto Rust Technicians 
(autorust.com) has Safe-T-Cap frame patch 
panels for many different makes and models 
of vehicles. These can be welded in place once 
the rusty areas have been ground down to clean 
steel. Unfortunately, the company does not offer 
frame patch panels for Dodge or Ram trucks, 
but you can take a look at some of the available 
products to get an idea of how to build your own 
patch panels if they are needed. 

It’s never a good idea to leave a rusty frame 
free to rot, especially in an area where the roads 
are salted in winter. You want to protect the 
metal as best you can. Several different prod- 
ucts are available from POR-15 (porl5.com). I’d 
recommend that you scrub the frame really good 
and apply POR-15 Rust Preventative Coating. 
This coating can be painted directly over rust. 

It stops the rust and also seals and protects the 
surface from water, chemicals, salt, and other 
corrosive contaminants. 
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WEIGHTED ROUND SPRINGS 

O Regarding “Round Spring Swap” (Aug. 

^ 15), how well will the coilovers take on 
the added weight of a snowplow and rock salt. 

ELIAS COREY 

VIA FACEBDOK.COM/JOHNCAPPA4X4 

A The JD Fabrication (jdfabrication.com) 
’99-’06 GM 4x4 coilover conversion kit 
offers a lot of adjustability. It can be ordered 
for any amount of lift and the coil adjusters 
can be used to tune in the precise ride height 
you are looking for. Trucks that regularly carry 
heavier loads in the form of snowplows, slide- 
in campers, and so on, can be ordered with 
firmer coils if need be. The increased wheel 
travel, stronger steering bits, and improved 
ground clearance will benefit pretty much 
every application. 

CHDRD 

0 1 have a 71 GMC C25 two-wheel-drive 
^ truck and a 350ci small-block backed 
by a TH350 automatic transmission. I like 
to speed across the desert, and I don’t do 
much 'crawling. I want to swap in a wider- 
than-stock TTB front suspension off of a 
’80-'96 Ford Bronco, and I need to mount 
a Ford NP205 transfer case behind the GM 
tranny to work with the TTB. Is the Ford 
NP205 a straight swap onto a TH350, or 
do I need to change the output shaft? Aiso, 
if I want to put a 700R4 transmission in my 
truck, wiil the NP205 work with that? 

AGUSTIN JIMENEZ 

VIA EMAIL 

Unfortunately, you are trying to mix and 
#%match some parts that don’t play nice 
with each other and will not go together very 
easily. There will be some grinding, cutting, 
fabricating, drilling, and reworking required. 
Advance Adapters (advanceadapters.com) 
offers a Ford NP208 adapter (PN 50-6904) 
that should get you most of the way to 
mating the TH350 to the Ford NP205. This 
adapter is designed for an NP208 and can 
be used with both the TH350 and 700R4. 
Another option would be to contact Offroad 
Design (offroaddesign.com). The company 
specializes in fullsize off-road trucks and 
has several adapter, transfer case, crawl box, 
and transmission packages that may get you 
where you want to be. 

If you change your mind and are looking 
to keep the swap simpler, I’d recommend 
scrapping the use of the Ford NP205 transfer 
case and go with a driver-drop NV241 from 
a GM application. This transfer case will 
adapt much more easily to your TH350 or the 
700R4, and it will put the front driveshaft on 
the correct side to match the Ford TTB front 
suspension. FWI l f 
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Ahead of the Curve 




PREMIUM HOOD 
AND WINDOW 
PROTECTION. 



LIMfTED LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Register ^Jir produa a lundincemmiongl com 
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November 3-6 

Wtiat SEMA Show 

Where: LasVee^s. Ne^aca 

Hosted by: Speciaty Ec Jipnent Mari<]iet 

Association 

lofdi sernasncw.com 

November 5-7 

What 2nd Greenbrier Vaiiey Jeep Jamboree 
Where: White Siiipriur Springs, West Virginia 
Hosted by: Jeep Jamboree USA 
Info: 530/33M777jespjambQf©eusa.a)m 

November 7-8 

What Lucas Oil OfPRoad Regiona Senes 
Arizona 

Where: Phoenix, Ar osna 
Hosted by: l-jcas Oil 
Jnfb: jcaso iregiona'aiLcom 

November 13-15 

What Bronco Daie 2015 
Where; Borrego Springs, California 
Hosted by: Early Bronco Registry 
Infoe earlybronco.com 

November 13-15 

What: Panam r^ Valley Days 
Where: Trana, California 
Hosted by: California Association of 
4WD C^ubs 
Into: ca^wle&.coTTi 

November 14 

What Getting Startea Off- Road Driving 
Where: Gorman, CaUorma 
Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Infoc 31M13-5473, 4x4tr3ining.com 


November 15 

What: Day 2 Getting Started Drying 
Off’ Road 

Where: Mojave, California 

Hosted hy: Badlands Off-Road Aowentures 

Info: 310/613-5473. 4x4lra n ngcom 

November 18-21 

What: 4Slh Buc Lite SCORE Baja 1000 
Where: Ensenaca, Ba.a Caiifornia, Vtexco 
Hosted byz SCORE Internatonai 
Into: score-internat onaLcom 

November 21 

What: Getting Started Off-Road Orrv ng 
Where: Borrego Sprngs, Cai forma 
Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Info: 310/613-5473, 4x4tran ng.com 

November 21-22 

What: 4WD Begnner “Dscovery Co jse" 
Where: Rancho Corudva, Caiifornia 
Hosted by: Off-Road Safety Academy 
Info; 909W4-2583. 
cj^scoveraffroaa-ng,com 

November 22 

What: Day 2 Getting Started DrArmg Otf- 
Road 

Where: Borrego Spr-ngs, Cai forma 
Hosted by: Badlands Dff-Road Adventures 
Info: 310/613-5473, 4x4lja mng.com 

November 28 

What: TnanitsgiVing Aoveniure 
Where: TBD 

Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Info: 310^13-5473, 4x4lra:imng,com rm 



WHERE TO SENO SUBMISSIONS 

A ddress your correspondence to: Calendar, Four Wheeler, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segunda, CA 
/\ 90S^5, or email ken.brubaker@fourwheeler.com. All submissions become the property of Four 
Wheeler, and we reserve the right to edit them for length, accuracy, and clarity. The editorial department 
can also be reached through the website at www.fourwheeler.com. Due to the volume of mail, electronic 
and otherwise, we cannot respond to every reader, but we do read everything. 
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THE WORLD’S PREMIER DESTINATION FOR AUTOMOTIVE 
VIDEO CONTENT-MOTORSPORT, MOVIES, DOCUMENTARIES, 
ORIGINAL SERIES-AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. 




MARKETPLACE TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION CALL 310-531-5068 
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WHEEL SPACERS 


Run Uirgvr Tlrt* 

Rubbing 
P robl«tn» - y j 


909-370 0144 T' 
trailspori4x4,com 

TrMI Btsart unitct.. Jnc, 



Minimize your impact; camp at 
ieast 200 feet from iakes or streams. 


tread lightlyl* 

LlAVMAAOQO wneMOH 

www.treadlightly.org 




Like us on 

Facebook! 


www.facebook.com/rDur 




Buying Smart 
Starts Here 

automotive com* 

Reviews 

+ 

Research 

+ 

Pricing Tools 

+ 

&L Much More... 










MARKETPLACE TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION CALL 310-531-5068 


Essentials' 



, ^ WIDEST SELECTION OF 

' rC QUALITY DIFFERENTIAL PARTS 

two best tiuvios \ oitR ijooa wuMastt < smc Mr shipfihc 


R1MC « PINIONS « FRONT & REAR AXLES * LOCKERS 
POSHRAaiONS • INSTALL KITS • LOCKING HUBS 









flpi/HEM 

YOUR 

PHOTO 



myawnca\/er 

Looking for a personalized gift for almost any occasion? 

■ Upload your own photos 

■ Design great personalized covers 

■ Order prints to share or give as gifts 

Create your own magazine cover and be a star. 

www.myowncover.com 





GM SllSPIJiSlOX 

P-— ^ STIERWG 

' B. .Cl B»*iui *roTiOTte lCtaw ^ 

_ ►SUcchflwl(Wl 7 t!lS ^ ^ 

■ siffis; »l««iilWWitPi1i ffl ^ 

— trajisfeu case cpgr.wes 
970-945-7777 k^CmiMtTnntlHCtia 

www.offroaddesign.cQtn * NPiOS sioct i Corwiw Uipttis ntsv^. svFt Uou 211s 


Ultimate 

Catalogs 

^fwJej^^ehicle^ 

JUST PICK Wi 


wmiAwmomm^ 



Essmmm 

‘ 4 l- 06 CJ&WmieLiR 

Our NEW 316 page catalog 
covers ALL ’41-’06 Classic, 
MB, CJ, YJ, and TJ Wrangler^ 
Jeep® Vehicles! 

FREE ’41-’06 Catalog 
request code: 


FWDKJ 


imc/moe 

m ' 07 -I 5 JK 

Expanded 304 Page catalog 
for JK exclusively for your 
’07-’15 Wrangler/Unlimited 

For a FREE JK catalog 
request code: 


FWDKK 




(mmm 

ammmHm 

Our NEW FREE 88 pg 
catalog for Cherokee & 
Grand vehicles from ’84 -’15 

For FREE Cherokee 
catalog request code: 


FWDKX 




lOOO/o 

American Made Axles 


America's Best Quality Axles & Gears 
at Affordable Prices! 


Strong Dealer Program 
Huge Inventory 
Top Notch Customer Service 
Fast Same Day Shipping 

Call Today For Your FREE 

Free DVD offer with purchase, while supplies last 


■SBKiMi 


DVD! 


REVOLUTIONGEAR.COM 


mmymrimim 

Essentials' CmOG wm 


|M&745-9^2 

I Mon-Thurs 8am-12am, Fri 8am- 9piu & Sat 9am-Spm EST 


% 

I 

I 



25 Years 

The terms Quadratec and Essentials are Registered Trademarks of Quadrates Incorporated, Regis- 
tered at U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Quadratec, Inc., an independent supplier of accessories 
for sport utility vehicles, has no affiliation with Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA). The terms Jeep, Wran- 
gler, Rubicon, Unlimited, Mopar, Cherokee, and the Jeep Grille Design are registered trademarks of FCA 
and are used for identification purposes only. © 2015 Quadratec Incorporated. 
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BY KEN BRUBAKER KEN.BRUBAKERIcDFOURWHEELER.COM PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM ALLEN 


September 2000: 
Bummer Oude! 



sense when looking at performance improve- 
ments alone. Prior to the conversion, the K5 
weighed 6,400 pounds. With the Bummer 
body installed the weight dropped to 3,880 
pounds. This 2,520-pound weight savings 
translated to impressive performance gains. 
“That’s lighter than some Jeeps we’ve seen, 
and it was enough to cut a full 2 seconds off 
the Blazer’s best 0-60 time of 14.4 seconds,” 
Allen wrote. The story went on to say, “The 
new front, rear, and center crossmembers 
have really tightened the chassis up, both on 
and off the highway. It holds a line better in 
highway turns, and surprisingly, the chassis 
twist (a GM trademark) on the trail has been 
much reduced.” Allen reported better per- 
formance in climbing and descending on the 
trail, as well as a tighter torque converter feel 
due to the lower vehicle weight, which had 
the effect of lowering the stall speed. Allen 
also noted that the rig was a bit more nose 
heavy, which “translated into more pull from 


just more than a week’s time and included 
three new frame crossmembers. One of the 
unseen challenges to the conversion was the 
diesel engine, which forced relocation of the 
body mountings. 

K5 body removal aside (happily, the body 
was sold to a gent who trashed his K5’s 
body in a rollover), the project actually made 


O"PRI0R TO THE 
CONUERSION, THE 
K5 WEIGHED B,ilOO 
POUNDS. WITH THE BUM- 
MER BODY INSTAUED 
THE WEIGHT DROPPED 
TO 3, BBO POUNDS. THIS 
8, 5B0-P0UND WEIGHT 
SAYINGS TRANSIAT- 
ED TO IMPRESSIVE 
PERFORMANCE 
GAINS." 


the frontend on climbs” and that he could 
run much lower tire pressures due to the 
lighter weight. 

Allen drove Project Bummer Dude for 
six years before selling it. The Bummer 
bodies are no longer in production. 

Was the fold-down windshield, hose- 
out interior, 4x5-foot cargo bed, convert- 
ible, removable-door, four-passenger, 
diesel -powered Project Bummer Dude 
a wheelers dream or one of the worst 
projects ever? Email us at ken.brubak- 
er@fourwheeler.com and tell us what 
you think. FHW 


I n the Sept. ’00 issue of Four Wheeler, 
we trotted out the first story in a series 
about contributor Jim Allen’s Project 
Bummer Dude. This project included 
removing the body of Project Blazer, a 
diesel-powered ’83 K5, and replacing it with 
a Tatonka Products Bummer fiberglass utility 
body. At the time, and even now, this could 
be considered heresy by the K5 faithful. 

As a matter of fact, we recently put Project 
Bummer Dude on the list of the worst Four 
l/l//?ee/er projects (“Five Floppers,” Aug. ’14). 
Ouch. 

The Bummer looked suspiciously like a 
certain military-based vehicle that was red 
hot at the time. The story noted that the body 
fit most GM, Ford, and Dodge trucks and 
SUVs. It could be configured as a long- or 
short-wheelbase pickup with seating for four 
passengers; as a two-door short-wheelbase 
rig to seat four or five; or as an eight-seat 
four-door. There was even a 12-seat rig for a 
crew cab chassis. The story noted that most 
Bummers were configured as open-topped, 
folding-windshield machines with hose-out 
interiors, and a full hardtop rig was on the 
drawing board. The conversion was com- 
pleted at Tatonka’s Salt Lake City facility in 
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Available in Stoin/ess Steef 
Of Black Powder Coat 

For full //stings of oar step bars 
visit us at imctruckcom 


■V 

Buil^in steps for practicallity and beauty ^ 

UV tested to ensure long life in vario’us climates 
Bolt-on for easy installation •* 


Parts & Accessories for Trucks & SUVS 

1947-13 Chevy/GMC 1948-15 Ford 1972-12 Dodge 


800 - 562-8782 

LMCTruck.com 


LMC 

TRUCK. 

PASm & ACCESSORIES 


©2015 Long Motor Corp. 
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